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Matthew 1:18-25 

THE BIRTH  
OF THE KING 

The Messiah must not only be a man, but partaker of our very nature. It would have been easy for divine power to 
have formed the second Adam as He did the first, out of the dust of the earth. But, though in this way He might have 
been a true and perfect man, He would have been no more related to us than an angel. Therefore, when God sent 
forth His Son to be made under the law, He was made of a woman. …But had He derived His human nature wholly in 
the ordinary way, from sinful parents, we see not how he could have escaped that inherent defilement which the fall 
of Adam has entailed upon all his posterity. …These difficulties were obviated by a virgin’s conceiving and bearing a 
Son. Let us now praise and admire the wisdom of God! Let us adore His power! Thus He created a new thing upon 
earth.                                                                                                                                                     —John Newton (1725-1807) 
 
Author: The apostle Matthew, the tax collector (10:3) 
Date: AD 50-60 
Purpose: To show that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the OT, 
 the Son of David, the prophesied King of Israel (21:5) 
 

 MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN 

Jesus King Servant Son of Man Son of God 

Genealogy Son of David None Son of Adam Eternal 

Audience Jews Romans Greeks Universal 

Emphasis Sermons Miracles Parables “I AM” 

Rev. 4:7 Lion Ox Man Flying Eagle 

 
 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS – JOSEPH’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
 The D____________________ (1:18).  

 
 
 
 The D____________________ (1:19).  

 
Joseph is both a “just man” and a man who loves his fiancée, 
Mary. He struggles to balance the law (Deuteronomy 22:13-25) 
with his desire to keep Mary from public condemnation. 

 
 
 The D____________________ (1:19b-20a).  

 
Still in mental anguish, Joseph decides that the best course of 
action is a private divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1). 

A Hebrew marriage involved two 
stages, the kiddushin (betrothal) 
and the huppah (marriage cere-
mony). …A contract was made 
and was sealed by the payment 
of the dowry or bridal price. The 
contract was considered binding 
as soon as it was made, and the 
man and woman were legally 
married, though the marriage 
ceremony and consummation 
often did not occur until as much 
as a year later. The betrothal 
period served as a time of 
probation and testing of fidelity. 
During that period the bride and 
groom usually had little, if any, 
social contact with each other.  

—John MacArthur, Jr. 
 
It is plain that she had not told 
Joseph.. It was the discovery that 
shocked Joseph. —A.T. Robertson 
 
As a good Jew, he would have 
shown his zeal if he had branded 
her with public disgrace. Joseph 
had a short but tragic struggle 
between his legal conscience and 
his love.                —A. H. McNeile 

 
Considered. Grk, enthumeomai, 
“to deliberate, ponder.” It implies 
a passionate state of mind that is 
agitated and in turmoil.  
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS – GOD’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
 The Divine _________________________ (1:20). 

 
 
 

 The Divine _________________________ (1:20-23) 
 
 
 

 The Divine _________________________ (1:20, 23) 
 
 
 

 
Four Reasons for the Virgin Birth: 
1. It demonstrates the full deity and the full humanity of Jesus. 
2. It demarcates Jesus from the guilt and corruption of Adam. 
3. It displays the reality that only God can save. 
4. It declares Jesus as the new Adam, the originator of a new humanity, 

the One in whom the image of God is remade in us. 
 
 
 

 The Divine _________________________ (1:21) 
 
You shall call His name JESUS,  
for He will save His people from their sins. 
 
 
 
 

 The Divine _________________________ (1:23) 
 

They shall call His name IMMANUEL, 
which is translated, “God with us.” 
 

 
 

 
MY PERSONAL RESPONSE 

 Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior? Have you 
acknowledged your sin, your inability to save yourself, and your 
desperate need for forgiveness and cleansing from God? 

 God calls us to have the “mind of Christ” (Philippians 2:5). Who is 
someone that you could encourage this Christmas season by being 
“with them,” taking time to enter their world? 

Behold. Greek, idou, “See! 
Look!” Used 62x in Matthew. 

 
Behold is a word of wonder. It is 
intended to excite admiration. 
Wherever you see it hung out in 
Scripture, it is like an ancient 
sign-board…drawing attention to 
something particularly worthy of 
observation. —Charles Spurgeon 

 
Virgin. Hebrew, almah, “young 
woman, virgin.” Used 7x in OT. 
Never used of a married woman.  
The Septuagint (LXX), a Greek 
translation of the OT completed 
in the 2nd century BC, translates 
almah with the Greek word, 
parthenos, meaning “virgin.”  

 
The prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 is 
given to King Ahaz in 735 BC. 
Ahaz, in the midst of a major 
military threat, is told to trust in 
God alone and to ask for a sign. 
Ahaz refuses. Thus, God gives a 
future sign of deliverance to the 
house of David (7:14) and a 
present sign of judgment to Ahaz 
(8:3-4). Instead of the Immanuel 
Child (9:6-7), Ahaz would see the 
birth of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, 
“Quick Plunder, Easy Prey.” 

 
Immanuel promises to be with us 

daily to pardon and forgive; to 
sanctify and to strengthen; to 
defend and to keep; to lead and 
to guide; with us in sorrow, and 
with us in joy; with us in sickness, 
and with us in health; with us in 
life, and with us in death; with us 
in time, and with us in eternity. 

—J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) 

 
By the light of nature, we see 
God above us; by the light of the 
law, we see God against us; but 
by the light of the Gospel, we see 
God with us.    —Matthew Henry 
 




