BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE BELIEVERS IN OUR PRESENT CULTURE
1. We are to be salt and light—different from the culture (salt) while still involved in the
culture (light).
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:13-16)

2. We are to have a respectful, submissive attitude toward those in authority and toward all
people in our society. This is to be our “default” attitude and mindset.
Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward
all people. (Titus 3:1-2)
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in
authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those
who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish
men. (1 Peter 2:13-15)

3. We are to obey the laws of human government (unless they contradict the law of God).
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever
rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will
bring judgment on themselves. (Romans 13:1-2)

4. When a human law directly contradicts God’s law or forbids us to do what God has called
us to do, then we respectfully disobey the law, willing to accept the consequences.
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned
them, saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles
answered, “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:27-29)

5. We are free to use our rights in a society for protection and for the benefit of the gospel.
As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to
flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” (Acts 22:25; also Acts 25:9-12)

6. We are to pray for all men, particularly those in authority, desiring for them to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1-4)

7. We are to live exemplary, honorable, pure lives within society.
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage
war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
(1 Peter 2:11-12)

8. We are to seek to do good to all people.
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith. (Galatians 6:10)

9. We are to seek to live at peace with others, not repaying evil with evil.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. (Romans 12:17-18)

10. We are to live wisely in the world, letting our speech always be with grace.
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone. (Colossians 4:5-6)

11. We are not to conform to the world’s way of thinking.
…Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2)

12. We are to live in a culturally appropriate way to open up doors for the gospel.
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under
the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law
of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the
sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:20-23)

