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What is wrong with the world? 

 

Anyone who reads the newspaper, watches the news, or just observes the culture around them 

can discern that something is wrong with our world. 

 

Greed. Immorality. Perversion. Corruption. Injustice. Crime. Hatred. Conflict. War. Death. 

 

The reality of our world creates the anxiety of our time.  

 

We feel like things are out of control…so we do everything we can to gain control, manipulate 

the situation, or escape it all together. We seek our own interests…self-focusing, self-serving, 

self-medicating, self-protecting, self-gratifying, self-justifying.  

 

Thus we ourselves contribute to the mess of the world. 

 

What is wrong with the world is also wrong with us. 

 

If we identify the wrong problem, we will run to the wrong solution. A doctor who comes to a 

wrong diagnosis will prescribe a wrong cure. In our world, there are a multitude of solutions 

offered for our condition.  

 

Politics. Science. Technology. Money. Psychology. New Age Spirituality. Social Reform. Religion.  

 

But if the world is going to be saved then we need a Savior.  

 

The book of Isaiah points us to the salvation of the LORD. In fact, the very name “Isaiah” means 

“The LORD (Yahweh) is salvation.”  

 

In that one name is compressed the whole contents of the book! (F.C. Jennings) 

 

Isaiah was a prophet who ministered from approximately 740-680 BC, during the reign of four 

kings of Judah—Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). His ministry began with the death of 

Uzziah in 740 BC and apparently ended early in the reign of Manasseh, the evil son of Hezekiah.  
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Isaiah ministered during a tumultuous time in Israel’s history as well as in the history of the 

world. Assyria was growing stronger and stronger as a nation and spreading further and further 

as an empire. With the rise of the Assyrian king, Tiglath-Pileser III in 745 BC, Assyria would begin 

an aggressive campaign to conquer all of the known world…and would almost succeed.  

 

Here are some of the key dates to keep in mind in order to better understand the historical 

context of Isaiah’s ministry and prophecies. A more detailed overview of the age of the 

prophets (900-400 BC) is included at the back of this study guide. 

 

931 BC  Israel (north) and Judah (south) split into separate nations 

793-753 BC Jeroboam II reigns over Israel in a time of prosperity 

792-740 BC Uzziah reigns over Judah in a time of prosperity 

745-727 BC Tiglath-Pileser III rules over Assyria 

722 BC  Assyria defeats Israel (northern kingdom) 

701 BC  Assyria attacks Judah (southern kingdom) 

668 BC  Assyria reaches the height of its power 

612 BC  Ninevah, capital of the Assyrian Empire, falls to the Babylonians 

586 BC  Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar, destroys Judah (southern kingdom) 

 

Isaiah’s ministry began after a time of great peace and prosperity in both the northern and 

southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Unfortunately, this peace and prosperity led to idolatry 

and immorality. With the threat of the Assyrian Empire on the horizon…and the future empire 

of Babylon waiting on the wings…Isaiah preached God’s message to the nation of Judah. 

 

The book of Isaiah has been called “the Bible in miniature.” Its 66 chapters reflect the 66 books 

of the Bible with the first 39 chapters focused more on confrontation and judgment (Old 

Testament) and the last 27 chapters focused more on consolation and hope (New Testament). 

The book as a whole can be outlined as follows: 

 

The Message of Confrontation (ch. 1-39) 

A. The Diagnosis of Judah’s Sins (ch. 1-5) 

B. The Call of Isaiah to Ministry (ch. 6) 

C. Judah’s Crisis and the Hope of the Messiah (ch. 7-12) 

D. God’s Sovereignty over the Nations (ch. 13-35) 

E. The Historical Demonstration of God’s Sovereignty (ch. 36-39) 

 

The Message of Consolation (ch. 40-66) 

A. God’s Sovereignty and Deliverance of His People (ch. 40-48) 

B. The Suffering Servant’s Ministry and Atonement for Sin (ch. 49-55) 

C. The Anointed Conqueror’s Victory and Reign over the Earth (ch. 56-66) 

 

In both sections, the two key questions are “Is God sovereign over the nations?” (even when 

the world seems out of control) and “Will God save?” (even in a world where people are sinful 

and deserving of judgment). These two questions still confront us today. 
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ISAIAH 1:1-31 

The Sin Cleanser 

 

Isaiah 1 introduces the book as a whole. The vision of Isaiah the son of 

Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. (1:1) 

 

Isaiah is the author. His words are supernaturally given by God through divine vision and 

revelation. He prophesies primarily concerning Judah and its capital, Jerusalem, the city of God. 

He ministers during the reign of four kings of Judah, from approximately 640-580 BC. 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 1:2-31. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! 

For the LORD has spoken: 
“I have nourished and brought up children, 

And they have rebelled against Me; 
3 The ox knows its owner 
And the donkey its master’s crib; 

But Israel does not know, 

My people do not consider.” 

4 Alas, sinful nation, 
A people laden with iniquity, 

A brood of evildoers, 

Children who are corrupters! 

They have forsaken the LORD, 
They have provoked to anger 

The Holy One of Israel, 

They have turned away backward. 

5 Why should you be stricken again? 
You will revolt more and more. 

The whole head is sick, 

And the whole heart faints. 
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, 
There is no soundness in it, 

But wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; 

They have not been closed or bound up, 

Or soothed with ointment. 

7 Your country is desolate, 

Your cities are burned with fire; 

Strangers devour your land in your presence; 

And it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 
8 So the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a vineyard, 

As a hut in a garden of cucumbers, 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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As a besieged city. 
9 Unless the LORD of hosts 
Had left to us a very small remnant, 

We would have become like Sodom, 

We would have been made like Gomorrah. 

10 Hear the word of the LORD, 

You rulers of Sodom; 
Give ear to the law of our God, 

You people of Gomorrah: 
11 “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” 
Says the LORD. 

“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

And the fat of fed cattle. 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

Or of lambs or goats. 

12 “When you come to appear before Me, 

Who has required this from your hand, 

To trample My courts? 
13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; 

Incense is an abomination to Me. 

The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies— 
I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. 
14 Your New Moons and your appointed feasts 

My soul hates; 

They are a trouble to Me, 
I am weary of bearing them. 
15 When you spread out your hands, 

I will hide My eyes from you; 
Even though you make many prayers, 

I will not hear. 

Your hands are full of blood. 

16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; 

Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. 
Cease to do evil, 
17 Learn to do good; 

Seek justice, 
Rebuke the oppressor; 

Defend the fatherless, 

Plead for the widow. 

18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” 
Says the LORD, 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

They shall be as white as snow; 

Though they are red like crimson, 
They shall be as wool. 
19 If you are willing and obedient, 
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You shall eat the good of the land; 
20 But if you refuse and rebel, 
You shall be devoured by the sword”; 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

21 How the faithful city has become a harlot! 

It was full of justice; 

Righteousness lodged in it, 
But now murderers. 
22 Your silver has become dross, 

Your wine mixed with water. 
23 Your princes are rebellious, 

And companions of thieves; 

Everyone loves bribes, 
And follows after rewards. 

They do not defend the fatherless, 

Nor does the cause of the widow come before them. 

24 Therefore the Lord says, 

The LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, 
“Ah, I will rid Myself of My adversaries, 

And take vengeance on My enemies. 
25 I will turn My hand against you, 
And thoroughly purge away your dross, 

And take away all your alloy. 
26 I will restore your judges as at the first, 

And your counselors as at the beginning. 

Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.” 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with justice, 

And her penitents with righteousness. 
28 The destruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, 
And those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 
29 For they shall be ashamed of the terebinth trees 

Which you have desired; 

And you shall be embarrassed because of the gardens 
Which you have chosen. 
30 For you shall be as a terebinth whose leaf fades, 

And as a garden that has no water. 
31 The strong shall be as tinder, 

And the work of it as a spark; 

Both will burn together, 
And no one shall quench them. (NKJV) 

 

What thought or verse stands out to you in Isaiah 1? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Isaiah 1 is God’s diagnosis of Judah’s condition as a people. Summarize God’s diagnosis of His 

people in the following sections of Isaiah 1. 

Spiritual Condition (1:2-4): ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

National Condition (1:5-9) ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Religious Condition (1:10-15): _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Political Condition (1:21-23) _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In light of their diagnosis, what does God prescribe? What does He call them to do? (1:16-20) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does God say He is going to do in light of the condition of the nation? (1:24-31) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would you describe God’s heart as He proclaims this message against Judah? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

“Come now, and let us reason together,” 

Says the Lord, 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

They shall be as white as snow; 

Though they are red like crimson, 

They shall be as wool.” (1:18) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you experienced the forgiveness and cleansing of your sins through faith alone in Jesus 

Christ? If so, spend time reflecting on and thanking God for your salvation in Jesus Christ. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Him [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,  

according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7) 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

The names of God are key in the book of Isaiah since they reveal God’s character. In Isaiah 1, 

there are six key names of God. Using blueletterbible.org or a Bible dictionary, look up each of 

these names of God, write the Hebrew word (transliteration) and a brief definition of each. 

 

The LORD (1:2, 4, 10, 11, 18, 20, 28). Hebrew Word (H3068): ____________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is this name used in the OT (see KJV translation count)? __________________ 

 

The Holy One of Israel (1:4). Hebrew Word (H6918): ___________________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is this word “holy” used in the OT (see KJV translation count)? _____________ 

How many times is it used in Isaiah (see Search Results by Book in right hand margin)? _______ 

 

The LORD of hosts (1:9, 24). Hebrew Word(s) (H3068, H6635): ___________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

God (1:10). Hebrew Word (H430): __________________________________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is this name used in the OT (see KJV translation count)? __________________ 

 

The Lord (1:24). Hebrew Word (H113): ______________________________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is this name used in the OT (see KJV translation count)? __________________ 

 

The Mighty One of Israel (1:24). Hebrew Word (H46): __________________________________ 

Meaning: ______________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 

Interpretation 
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How would you summarize the emphasis of these six names of God in Isaiah 1? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do these six names of God make Judah’s sin and rebellion that much more serious?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

1:18, Reasons for Parting with Sin. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often 

called the “prince of preachers.” He was the pastor of the Metropolitan 

Tabernacle in London for close to forty years (1854-92). 

 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith 

the Lord.” Let us have this matter out, and 

hear what is to be urged in favor of God’s 

demands. IT IS A REASONABLE THING 

THAT SIN SHOULD BE RENOUNCED. 

As soon as I make that statement, every 

conscience here agrees with it. It is most 

reasonable, that if the rebel be pardoned, he 

should ground his arms and cease to be a 

rebel. Look at the demand for a minute, and 

it will strike you as being founded in right. It 

is most reasonable that we should renounce 

sin; that our heart should henceforth loathe it 

— first, because it is most inconsistent to 

suppose that pardon can be given while we 

continue in sin.  

 

Dear brethren, suppose God were to say to 

the ungodly man, “You may continue in 

your sin, and I will forgive you; you may go 

on in your rebellion, but I will never punish 

you for it;” what would this be but granting 

license to sin, and offering a premium to 

iniquity? How could the Judge of all the 

earth thus wink at iniquity? Would not the 

angels cease to sing, “Holy, holy, Lord God 

of Sabaoth,” if the Lord could act in this 

manner? Where would his justice be? where 

his righteousness? This were to make him— 

I speak with reverence — an accomplice in 

man’s sin, a justifier of transgression in the 

present, and a promoter of iniquity in the 

future. Where would moral government be, 

if the Lord bestowed his pardons upon those 

who persevere in transgression? Shall men 

fondle their sins, and yet be in a state of 

grace? Then might every adulterer and every 

thief say, “What does it matter? I am 

forgiven. I will defile myself, and rob my 

neighbor yet more and more.”  

 

…And what would be the effect upon the 

sinner himself if such could be the case? Say 

to a man— you are not to be punished for 

your sin, and yet you may live in it still, and 

what worse turn could you do him? Why, 

sir, this would in some respects be a new 

curse to him. Here is a bleeding wound in 

my arm; the surgeon says he will allow it 

still to bleed, but he will remove my sense of 

faintness and pain. He will leave the mortal 

injury, but take away its attendant 

inconveniences, so that I may bleed to death 

and not know it? I would decline to have it 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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so. Nay, let me bear the pain, if that will the 

more persuade me to seek the binding up of 

my wound. We do not want to be delivered 

from the punishment of sin, so much as from 

the sin itself, for sin bears its punishment in 

its bowels. Suppose there were no hell, no 

lake of fire into which the ungodly shall be 

cast, yet let the wicked live together, and 

indulge envy, revenge, and malice, and you 

will soon see that these passions would 

create hell. Turn men down together, and let 

them be selfish, ambitious, angry, lustful, 

jealous, and envious; take away all the 

restraints of moral government, and let their 

passions be indulged without a single 

hindrance. Oh, what a scene it would be! 

Imagine a den of wild beasts let loose upon 

one another!  

 

…Each man also would be hateful to 

himself; as long as he had sin within him it 

would be impossible for him to rest, his 

seething passions would boil against each 

other. Man is so constituted that sin means 

an unhealthy and unhappy condition. The 

machinery will not work easily unless it acts 

accurately; it is at once its glory and its 

burden that it is so.  

 

O mighty God, thy wisdom makes thee 

append suffering to sin. It is well that we 

should feel if we put our finger into the fire. 

It were a pity to take away the pain from the 

burning, lest a man should sit by the fire and 

lose limb after limb, and not be aware of it: 

in the same manner, also, it is most meet 

that the unhappiness caused by sin should 

give us warning of the mischief it is doing to 

us.  

…Is it not reasonable, too, that we should 

part with sin, because sin is so grievous to 

God? I never know how to express my 

feelings when I read this first chapter of the 

prophet Isaiah. I have felt a heartbreaking 

sympathy with God when I have read those 

words, “I have nourished and brought up 

children, and they have rebelled against 

me.” It is so very sweet to us to have our 

children love us in return of our kindness to 

them; they are to us a very great joy and 

comfort, and we are very glad and thankful 

to God for their dutiful affection. But many 

a man has been ready to tear his hair out 

when the boy that he dandled on his knee 

has treated him with wanton insult. With 

what sorrow and anguish has many a mother 

had to remember an ungrateful daughter! 

Such iron enters into the soul. Such draughts 

of gall embitter the inmost heart of life. And 

here is the good Lord, like David of old, 

crying, “O Israel, my son, my son.” To let us 

see how he regards sin he describes himself 

as calling the universe to witness to the 

ingratitude which has assailed him “Hear, O 

heavens, and give ear, O earth: I have 

nourished and brought up children, and they 

have rebelled against me. The ox knows his 

owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but 

Israel doth not know, my people doth not 

consider!”  

…It is for our sakes that he is so grieved. 

We vex the Holy Spirit every time we go 

into sin, for he loves us much and cannot 

bear to see us so dreadfully hurting 

ourselves. Now, sinner, is it not most 

reasonable that if you would find peace with 

God you should cease from that which 

provokes him? Are you to go on thus vexing 

him and yet expect him to bless you? How 

would it be in your own case if you were a 

father? Would it not seem right and 

reasonable that the evil habit which vexed 

and broke your heart from day to day should 

be given up by your child? Would you not 

expect him to say, “My father, I did not 

know I was grieving thee so much as this, 

but now I do know it I turn from my folly: 

teach me how I may please thee and do that 

which is right in thy sight.” … 
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IF THE SINNER REMAIN IMPENITENT 

IT IS MOST UNREASONABLE FOR HIM 

TO LAY THE BLAME OF HIS NOT 

BEING FORGIVEN UPON THE 

CHARACTER OF GOD, FOR GOD IS 

READY TO FORGIVE. Those who impute 

an unforgiving spirit to the Lord do lie, and 

know not the truth. God gives the master 

argument to confute that slander by 

saying— “Though your sins be as scarlet 

they shall be as white as snow; though they 

be red like crimson they shall be as wool.”  

He is both willing and able to forgive. He is 

prepared to remove the ingrained sins of our 

nature. Scarlet dye was fixed in the very 

wool of the fabric before it was made up, 

and so is sin inwrought into our being. We 

were sinners by nature before we were 

sinners by practice: but this deep-seated 

stain of our nature he is able to remove, so 

as to make us white as snow. Though your 

sins should be double-dyed as crimson was, 

though you should have sinned again and 

again and again, multiplying your 

transgressions, yet he is able to cleanse you; 

and though you should have continued long 

in sin as the scarlet cloth lies long in the dye, 

and though your sins should be glaring and 

startling as scarlet and crimson colors are, 

yea, though they should be imperial sins, as 

though you had put on a royal robe to defy 

the sovereignty of God, yet even these shall 

be forgiven perfectly by his grace. Not only 

shall some of the more glaring color be 

taken out of our character, but the scarlet 

shall be white as snow, and the crimson, red 

as it was, shall be as wool; and all this by the 

free, unmerited grace of God. There is 

perfect pardon to be had by the vilest 

transgressor; immediate and irreversible 

pardon is freely given according to God’s 

infinite mercy and abounding grace to the 

very chief of sinners.  

Here is the last point upon which we will 

argue. IT IS A REASONABLE THING 

THAT GOD SHOULD DEMAND WITH 

THIS PARDON OBEDIENCE TO HIS 

COMMAND. And what is that command? It 

is, “If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat 

the good of the land; but if ye refuse and 

rebel the sword shall devour you.” Great 

Lord, it seems most strange that men should 

be unwilling to be saved from their sins, and 

unwilling to follow the direction of perfect 

love! Yet, so perverse is human nature, that 

till thy grace makes men willing they never 

will lay hold upon thy abounding mercy and 

transcendent forgiveness, but prefer to abide 

in their sins. Sinner, here is the great 

question— are you willing? “Willing for 

what? I am willing to be saved from hell.” 

Ah, who is not? What criminal is not willing 

to be saved from prison or the gallows? Are 

you willing to be saved from yourself, to be 

saved from loving the sin which now 

enthralls you, to be saved from finding 

pleasure in the unholiness which now 

enchants you, to be saved from the 

indulgence of evil passions which tyrannize 

over you; to be saved, in a word, from sin? 

Are you willing? 

…“Oh,” saith one, “I am willing enough to 

be obedient, but where is the strength to 

come from?” Ah, my blessed Lord does not 

ask you to find the strength; for that you 

may look to him. If you are willing he will 

grant you the power; nay, in making you 

willing he has already begun the work. If 

this morning he has made you truly willing 

to give up sin, his blessed Spirit will never 

leave you till sin is overcome. Jesus is able 

to cleanse you from the power of sin as well 

as from the guilt of it. The point is this— 

has he made you willing to be made holy? 

Are you at this present moment willing to be 

washed and cleansed?  
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What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Re-read Isaiah 1 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 1 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 1? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What parallels do you see between Judah in the past and our culture today? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It is easy to sit back and complain and condemn the attitudes and actions of others. But God 

calls us to do a serious inventory and diagnosis of our own hearts. If God were to search your 

heart today, what would He find? What are you bitter about? Stubborn about? Addicted to? 

What sin are you unwilling to give up? What person are you unwilling to forgive? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior?  Yes    No    Unsure 

 

If you have trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior, then your sins are forgiven. You are “white as 

snow” in God’s eyes. God has delivered you from the penalty of sin and you part of His family. 

But after you are saved, God’s work in your heart is not finished. We still carry many idols in our 

heart, wrong thoughts in our mind, sin patterns in our life that God wants to deliver us from. 

The Holy Spirit works in concert with God’s Word to expose these sins. Now God wants to 

deliver us from the power of sin in our lives so that we can walk in newness of life with Him.   

 

Are you willing to expose your heart to the Great Physician and allow Him to do His healing and 

cleansing in your life? Lift your hands to God and pray for His Spirit to do His work in your heart. 

DAY FIVE 

Application 



Community Bible Church 13 Advent 2019 

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 1. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 What are the characteristics of a good doctor? 

 Do you like going to the doctor? Why or why not? 

 Have you ever received a diagnosis from a doctor that upset you or made you discouraged? 

How did you respond? 

 If you are a parent, what do you desire for your children? How do you feel when they do not 

appreciate what you do? If you are a child, what do you desire from your parents? How do 

you feel when they confront or correct you? 

 According to this chapter, what does sin do to us? 

 Why do you think we have a hard time turning away from sin…even when we see that these 

attitudes or actions are harming us and harming others? 

 Judah was still a religious nation even in the midst of their sin. How can religion often be a 

cover up for sin?  

 What is the difference between true worship and simply going through the motions? How 

can you tell in your own life when you are going through the motions? 

 Why do you think God says, “Come now, and let us reason together…”? What is implied 

behind this invitation? 

 What does God promise to those who are willing to come? 

 

 

 

 

 

What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus 

Oh, precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow 

No other fount I know 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus 

 

—Robert Lowry (1826-99) 
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ISAIAH 2:1-22 

The King of Zion 

 

“After the grim ending of chapter 1 and indeed the generally grim tone 

of that entire chapter, these verses [2:1-5] come as a shock. They do not 

speak of the stubborn and rebellious Israelites worshiping in the groves 

of their self-adoration. Instead, we have all the nations streaming to ‘the mountain of the 

LORD’—that is, to his house, his temple, in Zion—to learn his ways.” (John Oswalt) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 2:1-22. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

2 In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

    as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 

    and all nations will stream to it. 

3 Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 

    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, 

    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

5 Come, descendants of Jacob, 

    let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

6 You, LORD, have abandoned your people, 
    the descendants of Jacob. 

They are full of superstitions from the East; 

    they practice divination like the Philistines 
    and embrace pagan customs. 
7 Their land is full of silver and gold; 

    there is no end to their treasures. 
Their land is full of horses; 

    there is no end to their chariots. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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8 Their land is full of idols; 

    they bow down to the work of their hands, 
    to what their fingers have made. 
9 So people will be brought low 

    and everyone humbled— 

    do not forgive them. 

10 Go into the rocks, hide in the ground 
    from the fearful presence of the LORD 

    and the splendor of his majesty! 
11 The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled 
    and human pride brought low; 

the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

12 The LORD Almighty has a day in store 

    for all the proud and lofty, 

for all that is exalted 
    (and they will be humbled), 
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty, 

    and all the oaks of Bashan, 
14 for all the towering mountains 

    and all the high hills, 
15 for every lofty tower 
    and every fortified wall, 
16 for every trading ship 

    and every stately vessel. 
17 The arrogance of man will be brought low 
    and human pride humbled; 

the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 
18     and the idols will totally disappear. 

19 People will flee to caves in the rocks 
    and to holes in the ground 

from the fearful presence of the LORD 

    and the splendor of his majesty, 

    when he rises to shake the earth. 
20 In that day people will throw away 

    to the moles and bats 

their idols of silver and idols of gold, 
    which they made to worship. 
21 They will flee to caverns in the rocks 

    and to the overhanging crags 
from the fearful presence of the LORD 

    and the splendor of his majesty, 

    when he rises to shake the earth. 

22 Stop trusting in mere humans, 

    who have but a breath in their nostrils. 
    Why hold them in esteem? (NIV) 
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What thought or verse stands out to you in Isaiah 2? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 2 establishes a contrast between the condition of Jerusalem (Zion) during Isaiah’s time 

and God’s ultimate purpose and plan for Jerusalem (Zion) in the future. Write down five 

observations about this future Jerusalem/Zion as presented or described in 2:1-5. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write down five observations about Jerusalem in Isaiah’s day as described in 2:6-9. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What message does God repeat in this passage (2:9, 11, 12, 17)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the final point that God makes at the end of this chapter (2:22)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us His ways, 

    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, 

    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. (2:3-4) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite the passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offer the passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

Jerusalem (Zion) is a key theme in Scripture. This physical city in Israel is destined to be the 

centerpiece of Messiah’s future kingdom on earth. Using blueletterbible.org, look up “Zion” in 

Isaiah 2:3 and do a study of this word throughout the Scriptures. 

 

What is the definition of “Zion”? What does it mean? (Look particularly at Strong’s Definition 

and click on H6725 under Root Word to learn more about its root meaning.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is “Zion” used in the OT (see KJV translation count)? _____________________ 

How many times is it used in Isaiah (see Search Results by Book in right hand margin)? _______ 

 

Look up the following verses and write down what you learn about Zion (Jerusalem). 

2 Samuel 5:4-7 _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Kings 14:21 ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 2:1-6 ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 50:1-2 ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 132:11-18 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 



Community Bible Church 19 Advent 2019 

Romans 11:25-27 _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hebrews 12:22-24 ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would you summarize what the Bible teaches about Jerusalem (Zion)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

2:22, Man, Whose Breath Is in His Nostrils. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) 

is often called the “prince of preachers.” He was the pastor of the 

Metropolitan Tabernacle in London for close to forty years (1854-92). 

 

…There is nothing more absurd in the 

history of human nature than the fact that 

man is apt to trust in man. To worship 

something superior to myself is bad enough 

if it be not God; but to begin to put my 

dependence upon a man like myself or upon 

myself, and so to allow man, who at the best 

is a sorry creature, to take the place of God, 

is indeed a wantonness of evil. 

…WHAT IS MAN? Assuredly a very feeble 

creature. He must be weak, for “his breath is 

in his nostrils.” We measure the strength of 

a chain by its weakest link. If other links are 

strong, yet if one is ready to snap, we judge 

that the whole chain is far from strong, and 

is not to be depended upon. See, then, how 

weak man is, for he is weakness itself in a 

vital point. He has bones that may be hard 

and durable, and he has many a strong 

sinew, tough and wiry, as we sometimes 

say; but there is a weak point about him 

which is found in a matter on which his life 

depends, namely, his breath. And what is 

our breath? A vapor which we scarcely see 

ourselves— a thing so unsubstantial that 

when we have it we scarce see it, and yet 

when we lose it life is gone from us. Our 

earthly existence depends upon our breath, 

and that breath is mere wind. How feeble 

must that creature be whose vitality rests on 

a foundation so airy and unsubstantial as 

mere breath! A vapor is not more fleeting. 

We talk of strong men. Is any man strong? 

We speak of the strength of our 

constitutions: how is that strong which 

depends upon a puff of air? It is a marvel 

that so frail a life is not sooner ended. That 

we live is miraculous; that we die is but 

natural. Readily enough may that house fall 

which is built, not on sand, but on air.   

…I think that the text also reminds us that 

man is a very fickle creature. His breath is in 

his “nostrils.” That is where he wears his 

life, and this hints to us that he is sadly 

changeable. As his breath is affected by his 

health, so is he changed. Today he loves, 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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and tomorrow he hates; he promises fair, but 

he forgets his words. He swears that he will 

be faithful unto death, and anon he betrays 

the confidence reposed in him. No 

dependence can be wisely placed in him. 

…If you read the chapter through, you will 

also find that man is a trembling creature, a 

cowardly creature, a creature indeed who, if 

he were not cowardly, yet has abundant 

reason to fear. Read from the nineteenth 

verse: “They shall go into the holes of the 

rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for 

fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 

majesty, when he arises to shake terribly the 

earth. In that day a man shall cast his idols 

of silver, and his idols of gold, which they 

made each one for himself to worship, to the 

moles and to the bats; to go into the clefts of 

the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged 

rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory 

of his majesty, when he arises to shake 

terribly the earth.” Think of the days of 

divine wrath, and especially of the last dread 

day of Judgment, and of the dismay which 

will then seize upon many of the proud and 

the great. Are you going to make these your 

confidants? 

…Secondly, WHAT IS TO BE OUR 

RELATION TO MAN, or what does the text 

mean when it says, “Cease ye from man”? 

“Cease ye from man” means, first, cease to 

idolize him in your love. Do any of you 

idolize any living person? Answer honestly. 

…I will not go into the many instances in 

which men have been idolized politically, or 

idolized by a blind following of their 

teaching. You can idolize a minister, you 

can idolize a poet, you can idolize a patron; 

but in so doing you break the first and 

greatest of the commandments, and you 

anger the Most High. He declares himself to 

be a jealous God, and he will not yield his 

throne to another. 

…Cease to idolize any man by giving him 

undue honor. There is an honor to be paid to 

all, for the apostle says, “Honor all men.” A 

measure of courtesy and respect is to be paid 

to every person, and peculiarly to those 

whose offices demand it; therefore is it 

written, “Honor the king.” Some also, by 

their character, deserve much respect from 

their fellow men, and I trust we shall never 

refuse “honor to whom honor is due”; but 

there is a limit to this, or we shall become 

sycophants and slaves, and, what is worse, 

idolaters. It grieves one to see how certain 

persons dare not even think, much less 

speak, till they have asked how other people 

think. In some congregations there are weak 

people who do not know whether they have 

liked the sermon till they have asked a 

certain venerable critic to whom they act as 

echoes. The bulk of people are like a flock 

of sheep: there is a gap, and if one sheep 

goes through, all will follow. If the 

ringleader should happen to be an infidel or 

a new-theology man, so much the worse; if 

he should happen to be orthodox, it is much 

better in some ways; but then it is a pity that 

people should follow the truth in so 

thoughtless a manner. Public opinion is a 

poor substitute for conscience, and is no 

substitute at all for righteousness and truth. 

Because the general opinion bids you bow 

down before this man or that, will you do 

so? Will you forget God, and conscience, 

and right, and truth, and ask another man to 

tell you when you may breathe? God’s 

people should scorn such groveling. If the 

Son shall make you free, you will be free 

indeed.  

…Once more, cease from being worried 

about men. We ought to do all we can for 

our fellow men to set them right and keep 

them right, both by teaching and by 

example; but certain folks think that 

everything must go according to their 

wishes, and if we cannot see eye to eye with 
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them, they worry themselves and us. This is 

not right, and that is not right, and indeed 

nothing is right but what is hammered on 

their anvil. Let us please our neighbor for 

his good, for edification, but let us not 

become men-pleasers, nor grieve 

inordinately because unreasonable persons 

are not satisfied with us. To our own Master 

we stand or fall, and interfering brethren 

must be so good as to remember that we are 

not their servants, but we serve the Lord 

Christ. 

…Brethren in Christ, let us think more of 

God and less of man. Come, let the Lord our 

God fill the whole horizon of our thoughts. 

Let our love go forth to him; let us delight 

ourselves in him. Let us trust in him that 

lives for ever, in him whose promise never 

fails, in him who will be with us in life, and 

in death, and through eternity. Oh that we 

lived more in the society of Jesus, more in 

the sight of God! Let man go behind our 

back, and Satan too. We cannot spend our 

lives in seeking the smiles of men, for 

pleasing God is the one object we pursue. 

Our hands, and our heads, and our hearts, 

and all that we have and are, find full 

occupation for the Lord, and therefore we 

must “Cease from man.” 

…We finish with that last question: WHY 

ARE WE TO CEASE FROM MAN? The 

answer is, because he is nothing to be 

accounted of. Begin, dear brethren, by 

ceasing from yourselves. Every man must 

cease from himself first, and then he must 

cease from all men, as his hope and his trust, 

because neither ourselves nor others are 

worthy of such confidence. “Wherein is he 

to be accounted of?” If his breath is in his 

nostrils, see how short his life is, wherein is 

he to be accounted of? If his breath is in his 

nostrils, see how weak he is, wherein is he 

to be accounted of? If his breath is in his 

nostrils, see how fickle he is, wherein is he 

to be accounted of?  

...Compared with God, man is less than 

nothing and vanity. Reckon him so, and act 

upon the reckoning. If there were no men on 

the face of the earth, how would you live? If 

God alone filled all your thought and all 

your heart, how would you live? Live just 

so. Then if there be a thousand million men 

upon the face of the globe— and there are 

more— they will not sway you. If the city 

teems with them, and if the forum is 

disturbed with their noise, and if they ride 

up to the capitol in triumph, what of that? 

We have ceased from them, and we shall 

never have cause to regret it, for they will be 

no loss to us. If we try to reckon up what the 

loss might be if we lost their aid, it comes to 

nothing; for wherein are they to be 

accounted of. Cease from them and go 

straight on in the path of faith and duty, 

resting in God and believing in him. Care 

nothing for the vanity of vanities, but trust in 

the Verity of verities, even God himself. 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 2 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 2 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 2? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mankind has always dreamed of setting up a “utopia” on earth. Deep down, we long for peace, 

for satisfying relationships, for prosperity, for freedom, for happiness. Unfortunately, the same 

heart that longs for peace struggles to give up its own rights or agenda for another person. We 

want peace…but we want it on our own terms. Our pride hinders us from peace. 

 

How do you think pride and self-centeredness tends to manifest itself in your life? (If you 

struggle to think of anything, ask someone in your family who knows you well.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What would it look like in your daily life for you to give up your pride? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled 

and human pride brought low; 

the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. (2:11, 17).  

 

Humility is not beating yourself up. In its truest form, humility is “self-forgetfulness. It is the 

ability to go about the tasks God has given, secure in His love and His valuing, without 

wondering if others appreciate us as much as they should. It is the ability to see others being 

praised and not need to belittle them…in an effort to make oneself look good in comparison” 

(John Oswalt). Humility is developed as we learn to exalt God and God alone.  

 

Go on a walk and consider the greatness of God. Look at the skies, the trees, the animals 

around you. Imagine the vastness of the universe and how it is all held together by God’s 

power. As you walk, take time to look around nature and praise God in prayer. 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 2. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Describe the “perfect world.” What would it look like? How would people treat each other? 

What kind of articles would be in the newspaper or on the news each day? 

 What do people tend to look to in order to make the world better or to create a “utopia”?  

 What stands out to you about the description of Zion in Isaiah 2:1-5? 

 Why do you think we have conflicts with one another?  

 Consider a recent conflict that you had with someone else. What caused the conflict? What 

part did you play in the conflict (realizing that all of us play some part even if it is only a 

small part)? What makes resolving a conflict so difficult? 

 Isaiah 2 illustrates humanity’s pride by the “lofty things” that people built in that day—high 

towers, fortified walls, big ships. In what ways does humanity show its pride today? 

 Who is someone that you tend to idolize or see as great? Why do you think you tend to see 

this person as more than a “mere person” who is dependent on breath just as you are? 

 What is true humility? What does it look like in daily life? 

 Look around. How do you see the greatness of God all around you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' Name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, 

Ye ransomed from the fall, 

Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 

And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

—Edward Perronet (1726-92) 
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ISAIAH 3:1-4:6 

The Beautiful Branch 

 

“Chapter 3 further justifies the call to stop trusting in man [2:22]. It does 

this by showing how human leadership has brought about the collapse 

of society. …The message of this whole section is solemn in the extreme. 

Divine judgment on society begins to manifest itself in the disappearance of solid leadership 

and the appearance of immature, capricious leaders. Society becomes divided; the age gap 

opens up. …But then contrary to all expectation there follows a message [4:2-6] about glory and 

survival, holiness and life, cleansing, new creation and divine indwelling….”   (J. Alec Motyer) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 3:1-4:6. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
See now, the Lord, 

    the LORD Almighty, 
is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah 

    both supply and support: 

all supplies of food and all supplies of water, 
2     the hero and the warrior, 

the judge and the prophet, 

    the diviner and the elder, 
3 the captain of fifty and the man of rank, 

    the counselor, skilled craftsman and clever enchanter. 

 
4 “I will make mere youths their officials; 
    children will rule over them.” 
5 People will oppress each other— 

    man against man, neighbor against neighbor. 
The young will rise up against the old, 

    the nobody against the honored. 

 
6 A man will seize one of his brothers 

    in his father’s house, and say, 

“You have a cloak, you be our leader; 

    take charge of this heap of ruins!” 
7 But in that day he will cry out, 

    “I have no remedy. 

I have no food or clothing in my house; 
    do not make me the leader of the people.” 

8 Jerusalem staggers, 
    Judah is falling; 

their words and deeds are against the LORD, 

    defying his glorious presence. 
9 The look on their faces testifies against them; 

    they parade their sin like Sodom; 

    they do not hide it. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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Woe to them! 

    They have brought disaster upon themselves. 

10 Tell the righteous it will be well with them, 
    for they will enjoy the fruit of their deeds. 
11 Woe to the wicked! 

    Disaster is upon them! 

They will be paid back 

    for what their hands have done. 

12 Youths oppress my people, 

    women rule over them. 

My people, your guides lead you astray; 

    they turn you from the path. 

13 The LORD takes his place in court; 

    he rises to judge the people. 
14 The LORD enters into judgment 

    against the elders and leaders of his people: 
“It is you who have ruined my vineyard; 

    the plunder from the poor is in your houses. 
15 What do you mean by crushing my people 
    and grinding the faces of the poor?” 

declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. 

16 The LORD says, 

    “The women of Zion are haughty, 

walking along with outstretched necks, 
    flirting with their eyes, 

strutting along with swaying hips, 

    with ornaments jingling on their ankles. 
17 Therefore the Lord will bring sores on the heads of the women of Zion; 

    the LORD will make their scalps bald.” 

18 In that day the Lord will snatch away their finery: the bangles and 

headbands and crescent necklaces, 19 the earrings and bracelets and veils, 
20 the headdresses and anklets and sashes, the perfume bottles and charms, 
21 the signet rings and nose rings, 22 the fine robes and the capes and cloaks, 

the purses 23 and mirrors, and the linen garments and tiaras and shawls. 

24 Instead of fragrance there will be a stench; 

    instead of a sash, a rope; 
instead of well-dressed hair, baldness; 

    instead of fine clothing, sackcloth; 

    instead of beauty, branding. 
25 Your men will fall by the sword, 

    your warriors in battle. 
26 The gates of Zion will lament and mourn; 

    destitute, she will sit on the ground. 
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In that day seven women 

    will take hold of one man 
and say, “We will eat our own food 

    and provide our own clothes; 

only let us be called by your name. 

    Take away our disgrace!” 

2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the land will be the pride and glory of the survivors in Israel. 3 Those 

who are left in Zion, who remain in Jerusalem, will be called holy, all who are 

recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 4 The Lord will wash away the filth 
of the women of Zion; he will cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a 

spirit of judgment and a spirit of fire. 5 Then the LORD will create over all of 

Mount Zion and over those who assemble there a cloud of smoke by day and 
a glow of flaming fire by night; over everything the glory will be a canopy. 
6 It will be a shelter and shade from the heat of the day, and a refuge and 

hiding place from the storm and rain. (NIV) 

 

What is Judah’s sin? What have they done? (3:8-9, 13-17) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What things does God say that He will remove from Judah? (3:1-3, 18-26) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What will replace these things that God removes? (3:4-5, 24-26) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

After His purifying judgment, what does God promise to Judah? (4:2-6) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious,  
and the fruit of the land shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel.  

And he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy,  

everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem,  
when the Lord shall have washed away  

the filth of the daughters of Zion and  

cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst  

by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning.  
Then the Lord will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies  

a cloud by day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night;  

for over all the glory there will be a canopy.  
There will be a booth for shade by day from the heat and  

for a refuge and shelter from the storm and rain. (4:2-6) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offer the passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

One of the Messianic titles used in the OT is that of the “Branch.” Read and analyze the 

following verses and write down what this title teaches you about the Messiah. 

 

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, 

“That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; 

A King shall reign and prosper, 

And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. 

In His days Judah will be saved, 

And Israel will dwell safely; 

Now this is His name by which He will be called: 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  (Jeremiah 23:5-6; cf. 33:15-16) 

 

“Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, 

You and your companions who sit before you, 

For they are a wondrous sign; 

For behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH. 

For behold, the stone 

That I have laid before Joshua: 

Upon the stone are seven eyes. 

Behold, I will engrave its inscription,” 

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” 

“In that day,” says the LORD of hosts, 

“Everyone will invite his neighbor 

Under his vine and under his fig tree.” (Zechariah 3:8-10) 

 

Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: 

“Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! 

From His place He shall branch out, 

And He shall build the temple of the Lord; 

Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. 

He shall bear the glory, 

And shall sit and rule on His throne; 

So He shall be a priest on His throne, 

And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” ’ (Zechariah 6:12-13) 

 

What do you learn about the Branch from these verses? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

3:10-11, Cheering Words and Solemn Warnings. Charles Spurgeon 

(1834-92) is often called the “prince of preachers.”  

 

A crimson line runs between the righteous 

and the wicked, the line of atoning sacrifice; 

faith crosses that line, but nothing else can. 

Faith in the precious blood is the great 

distinction at the root, and all those graces 

which spring out of faith go to make the 

righteous more and more separate from the 

ungodly world, who having not the root 

have not the fruit. Do you believe on Jesus 

Christ? On whose side are you? Are you for 

us or for our enemies? Do you rally at the 

cry of the cross? Does the uplifted banner of 

a dying Savior’s love attract thee? 

…There is a sharp line of division between 

the righteous and the wicked, as clear as that 

which divides death from life. A man cannot 

be between death and life; he is either living 

or dead. If there be but a spark of life he 

cannot be numbered with the dead; he lives, 

and he will, let us hope, live to better 

purpose; but if he be dead, and the vital 

spark be quite quenched, you may dress him 

as you will and hang his ears with 

ornaments, and fill his mouth with the 

sweetest dainties, but you cannot breathe 

into his nostrils the breath of life again: he is 

dead. A clear line of demarcation exists 

between life and death, and such a division 

is fixed by God between the righteous and 

the wicked. There are no betweenities; no 

amphibious dwellers in grace and out of 

grace; no monstrous nondescripts, who are 

neither sinners nor saints. You are, dear 

hearer, this day alive by the quickening 

influences of the Holy Spirit, or else you are 

dead in trespasses and sins. 

…THE WELL-BEING OF THE 

RIGHTEOUS. Here let us read the words 

again, that we may get the fullness of their 

meaning. “Say ye to the righteous, that it 

shall be well with him: for they shall eat the 

fruit of their doings” [3:10]. Observe 

attentively the fact mentioned, the great fact 

— it shall be well with the righteous. The 

statement is singularly simple. There are few 

adverbs or adjectives to describe, and, there-

fore, to limit the announcement, the state-

ment is made broadly. It is almost as grand, 

in its simplicity, as the saying, “Let there be 

light, and there was light. “It shall be well 

with him” that is the whole of the 

declaration; but the very fewness of the 

words creates and reveals a depth of 

meaning. 

…“Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be 

well with him,” from the beginning of the 

year to the end of the year, from the rising of 

the sun unto the going down of the same, 

from the first gatherings of evening shadows 

until the day-star shines. It shall be well with 

him when, like Samuel, God calls him from 

the bed of his childhood; it shall be well 

with him when, like David in his old age, he 

is stayed up in the bed to conclude his life 

with a song of praise; it shall be well with 

him if, like Solomon, he shall abound in 

wealth, and well with him if like Lazarus he 

shall lie upon a dunghill and the dogs shall 

lick his sores; it shall be well with him, if 

like Job he washes his feet with oil and his 

steps with butter, if the princes are before 

him bowing their heads, and the great ones 

of the earth do him obeisance; but it shall be 

equally well with him if, like Job in his trial, 

he sits down to scrape himself with a 

potsherd, his children gone, his wife bidding 

him curse his God, his friends become 

miserable comforters to him, and himself 

left alone; it shall be well, always well. 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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…It shall be well with the righteous, 

especially, in futurity. The text says, “it shall 

be well with him.” He often dreads the 

future, but he certainly has no reason for his 

unbelieving fear. It shall be well with the 

righteous. He may look forward to a day of 

trouble which he clearly foresees, but he has 

no reason for foreboding, for it shall be well 

with him in the coming struggle; and if 

perchance on the heels of that trouble there 

shall come another and yet another, it shall 

still be well with him. 

…The text hints at no end, it does not say it 

shall be well with us up to a certain point, 

but beyond that the text sayeth not; no, the 

words are simply and grandly, “it shall be” 

and nothing less. God’s “shalls” must be 

understood always in their largest sense, and 

so we know that when the cycles of time 

shall cease, and the wheels of this huge 

engine shall go to rack, it shall be well with 

the righteous. Let the nations be dashed in 

pieces, let there come terrific conflicts, let 

Armageddon’s last dread shout be heard, let 

the Euphrates be dried up, let the sea be 

licked up with tongues of forked flame, let 

the very mountains melt like wax in the 

presence of God, let the elements be 

consumed with fervent heat, it matters 

nothing to the Christian what shall happen in 

all those days of dread catastrophe, for hath 

not God said it shall be well with the 

righteous? 

…It is the mouth of God that speaks the 

comforting assurance. Oh beloved, if God 

says that it is well, ten thousand devils may 

say it is ill, and we laugh them all to scorn. 

Blessed be God for a faith which enables us 

to believe God when the creatures contradict 

him. It is, says God, at all times well with 

thee, thou righteous one; then, beloved, if 

thou can not see it, let God’s word stand 

thee in the stead of sight; yea, believe it on 

divine authority more confidently than if 

thine eyes and thy feelings told it to thee. 

Whom God blesses is blest indeed, and what 

his lip pronounces is truth most sure and 

steadfast. 

… The Lord would have every preacher 

comfort his people; he would have the Book, 

the good old Book itself, speak plainly to 

them of the dignity of their relationships, of 

the security of their portion, of the comfort 

of their present estate, and the glory of the 

world to come. “Say ye to the righteous, it 

shall be well with him.” Say it often and 

plainly, for the statement will be beneficial. 

I desired to have said this upon the present 

occasion in such a way that you could see it 

and feel it, and rejoice therein. Are you in 

Christ, my brother, my sister? Have you 

come to the fountain of his precious blood? 

Have you washed there? Have you trusted in 

Jesus? Now it may seem to you that 

everything goes amiss with you, and the 

more you try to set matters right, the worse 

they become; but God has said to his 

servant, this morning, “Say ye to the 

righteous, it shall be well with him,” and I 

do say it, yet not I but God says it, it shall be 

well with you, it is well with you. Oh that 

you would believe it! Ah, if you did believe 

it you would be so joyful. Well, and should 

not the righteous be joyful? Ought they not 

exceedingly to rejoice? 

... The second part of the text can only 

occupy a minute or two. It reveals THE 

MISERY OF THE WICKED. “Woe unto 

the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the 

reward of his hands shall be given him.” I 

need not be long, because you have only to 

negative all that I have already said about 

the righteous. Observe this — it is ill with 

the wicked, always ill with him. There is no 

time mentioned, all time is therefore meant. 

It is always ill with him, whether he be by 

prosperity made fat for the slaughter, or be 

made in adversity to feel the first drops of 
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the eternal shower of divine justice. It is ill 

with the wicked on divine authority. God 

says that it is ill: it must be very ill then. It 

will be ill with him in futurity; it shall be ill 

with him.  

…It is ill with their best nature. If their body 

be healthy, their soul is sick. If their feet 

dance, yet their souls are condemned. If 

their mouths can sing their wanton songs, 

yet the wrath of God abides upon their 

spirits. It is ill with them in the weightiest 

sense. Our words are only ounce words, 

God’s words fall like avalanches. It is ill 

with you, O unconverted man, O 

unregenerate woman! it is ill in the most 

tremendous sense! It is ill, and you ought to 

know it, for God hath told us to say it unto 

you: “Woe unto the wicked — woe unto the 

wicked, it shall be ill with him.” Oh that you 

felt this, for then you might escape from its 

future terror! If you did but know this 

mischief, the dread of it might drive you to a 

Savior, and his heart is open, the gates of 

mercy are not shut; he is able to save to the 

uttermost them that come unto God by him. 

…But why is it ill with the wicked? It must 

be ill with him; he is out of joint with all the 

world. Though ordinary creatures are 

obedient to God, this man hath set himself in 

opposition to the whole current of creation. 

The man has an enemy who is omnipotent, 

whose power cannot be resisted; an enemy 

who is all goodness, and yet this man 

opposes him. How can it be well with the 

stubble that fights with the flame, or with 

the wax that strives with the fire? An insect 

fighting with a giant, how should it 

overcome? And thou, poor nothingness, 

contending with the everlasting God, how 

can it be anything but ill with thee? It is ill 

with thee, sinner, because thy joys all hang 

upon a thread. Let life’s thread be cut and 

where are thy merriments? Thy dainty 

music, and thy costly cups, the mirth that 

flashes from thy wanton eye, and the jollity 

of thy thoughtless soul, where will this be 

when death, with bony hand, shall come and 

touch thy heart and make it cease its 

beating? It is ill with you because when 

these joys are over you have no more to 

come. 

…Thou hast no Comforter to bring home to 

thee the promises; thou hast no promises 

that can be brought home to thee. Thou hast 

no faith to sustain thee; thou hast no love to 

Christ to cheer thee; thou hast no patience to 

support thee; thou hast no hope of another 

and better world to make thine eyes glad. 

Thou miserable wretch, where art thou?  

…God help you to flee from his dreadful 

anger, while flee you may; and may all of us 

be found amongst the righteous with whom 

it is for ever well! If so it be, unto God shall 

be all the praise, while immortality shall last 

and heaven’s high throne endure.

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 3-4 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 3-4 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 3-4? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah 3-4 sets up a contrast between the beauty of the Branch of the Lord and the ugliness of 

humanity’s arrogance and pride, between the glory of Messiah’s kingdom and the shame of the 

godless society, between the blessedness of the righteous and the wretchedness of the wicked.  

 

Isaiah 3-4 also shows how sin impacts people differently—men have a tendency to turn to 

passivity with no desire to lead (3:6-7), women have a tendency to turn to vanity with a focus 

on outward beauty rather than inward holiness (3:16-23). Meanwhile, younger people have a 

tendency to rise up in arrogance, openly defying and disdaining the older generations (3:5). 

 

If you are a man, do you see a tendency in yourself toward passivity? In what ways? 

If you are a woman, do you see a tendency in yourself toward vanity? In what ways? 

If you are a younger person, do you see a tendency in yourself toward disdain? In what ways? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In God’s economy, it often takes the purifying effect of the “fires of life” to cause us to take a 

hard look at our lives and turn back to God in humility and trust. How has a recent difficulty or 

trial in your life caused you to re-evaluate your life and/or your relationship with God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus is described as a beautiful Branch, a guiding light, a gracious covering, a tabernacle of 

shade, a place of refuge, and a shelter from the storm and rain. Imagine the feeling of peace, 

comfort, and security that you can feel under a shelter during a storm or in the shade of a hot 

day. With this feeling in mind, lift your hands in prayer and praise to your Savior, Jesus Christ! 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 3-4. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Describe one of the most beautiful places that you have ever seen. What made it so 

beautiful to you? 

 How would you define beauty?  

 In what ways do you see men becoming more passive and unwilling to sacrifice and to lead 

in our culture? 

 In what ways do you see women becoming more focused on outward beauty and less 

focused on inward beauty in our culture? 

 In what ways do you see younger people becoming more and more angry and rebellious 

toward the older generations in our culture? 

 In what ways have these attitudes affected your own life? 

 Why do you think it often takes the “fires” of difficulty to wake us up to our need for God’s 

purifying work in our lives? 

 Why do you think the Messiah is pictured as a “beautiful Branch”? What truths are we to 

learn from this picture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature 

O thou of God and man the Son 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor 

Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown 

 

Fair are the meadows,  

Fairer still the woodlands 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing 

 

—Joseph Seiss (1823-1904) 
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ISAIAH 5:1-30 

The God of Grace 

 

“The image of the vineyard would have special poignancy for the Judean 

audience that Isaiah is addressing, because grapes are the crop that 

grows best in Judah. As the illustration makes plain, a grape crop 

demands a great deal of preparation and care. …It is easy to imagine the Judean farmers being 

right with the speaker as they anticipate the sweet harvest. And it is also possible to imagine 

their outrage when they are told that for all that effort, the outcome is only bitter grapes. …But 

like the religious leaders to whom Jesus told the story of the wicked tenants (Luke 20:9-19), the 

hearers suddenly realize Isaiah is talking about them.” (John Oswalt) 

 

“The God of Grace” does not seem to be a fitting title for Isaiah 5 since the chapter as a whole 

emphasizes judgment. But the judgment only occurs because the people have rejected God’s 

grace. Abundant grace is available. God has done all He can for us. But to the person…and the 

nation…that rejects His grace, there is only left the “woes” of increasing bondage to sin 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 5:1-30. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
Let me sing for my beloved 

    my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 

    on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

    and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

    and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

    but it yielded wild grapes. 

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, 
    that I have not done in it? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

    why did it yield wild grapes? 

5 And now I will tell you 

    what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 

    and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 
    and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a waste; 

    it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

    and briers and thorns shall grow up; 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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I will also command the clouds 

    that they rain no rain upon it. 

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
    is the house of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 

    are his pleasant planting; 

and he looked for justice, 
    but behold, bloodshed; 

for righteousness, 

    but behold, an outcry! 

8 Woe to those who join house to house, 
    who add field to field, 

until there is no more room, 

    and you are made to dwell alone 

    in the midst of the land. 
9 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: 

“Surely many houses shall be desolate, 

    large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, 

    and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah.” 

11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning, 

    that they may run after strong drink, 
who tarry late into the evening 

    as wine inflames them! 
12 They have lyre and harp, 

    tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, 
but they do not regard the deeds of the LORD, 

    or see the work of his hands. 

13 Therefore my people go into exile 

    for lack of knowledge; 
their honored men go hungry, 

    and their multitude is parched with thirst. 
14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appetite 

    and opened its mouth beyond measure, 
and the nobility of Jerusalem and her multitude will go down, 

    her revelers and he who exults in her. 
15 Man is humbled, and each one is brought low, 
    and the eyes of the haughty are brought low. 
16 But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, 

    and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness. 
17 Then shall the lambs graze as in their pasture, 

    and nomads shall eat among the ruins of the rich. 

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, 

    who draw sin as with cart ropes, 
19 who say: “Let him be quick, 
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    let him speed his work 

    that we may see it; 
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near, 

    and let it come, that we may know it!” 
20 Woe to those who call evil good 

    and good evil, 
who put darkness for light 

    and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet 
    and sweet for bitter! 
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 

    and shrewd in their own sight! 
22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, 

    and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 
23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 

    and deprive the innocent of his right! 

24 Therefore, as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, 
    and as dry grass sinks down in the flame, 

so their root will be as rottenness, 

    and their blossom go up like dust; 
for they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, 

    and have despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
25 Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against his people, 

    and he stretched out his hand against them and struck them, 
    and the mountains quaked; 

and their corpses were as refuse 

    in the midst of the streets. 
For all this his anger has not turned away, 

    and his hand is stretched out still. 

26 He will raise a signal for nations far away, 

    and whistle for them from the ends of the earth; 
and behold, quickly, speedily they come! 
27 None is weary, none stumbles, 

    none slumbers or sleeps, 

not a waistband is loose, 
    not a sandal strap broken; 
28 their arrows are sharp, 

    all their bows bent, 
their horses' hoofs seem like flint, 

    and their wheels like the whirlwind. 
29 Their roaring is like a lion, 

    like young lions they roar; 
they growl and seize their prey; 

    they carry it off, and none can rescue. 
30 They will growl over it on that day, 
    like the growling of the sea. 

And if one looks to the land, 

    behold, darkness and distress; 
and the light is darkened by its clouds. (ESV) 
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What did the owner of the vineyard do for his vineyard? (5:1-2) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the owner expect from his vineyard? (5:3-4) _________________________________ 

What did the vineyard actually produce? (5:3-4) ______________________________________ 

What does the owner do to his vineyard in response to its production? (5:5-6) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who does the vineyard represent? (5:7) ____________________________________________ 

 

In rejecting God’s grace in their lives, the people live in a way that invites God’s judgment and 

leads to their own destruction. Summarize the mindset or action described in each woe. 

 

Woe #1 (5:8-10) ________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Woe #2 (5:11-17) _______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Woe #3 (5:18-19) _______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Woe #4 (5:20) __________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Woe #5 (5:21) __________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Woe #6 (5:22-23) _______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will God judge the nation of Judah? (5:26-30) ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

My Well-beloved has a vineyard 
On a very fruitful hill. 

He dug it up and cleared out its stones, 

And planted it with the choicest vine. 
He built a tower in its midst, 

And also made a winepress in it; 

So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, 

But it brought forth wild grapes. 
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard. 

What more could have been done to My vineyard 
That I have not done in it? 

Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, 

Did it bring forth wild grapes? (5:1-4) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you describe the heart of God in this passage?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

The vineyard is a common analogy in Scripture. Read the following two passages in the NT and 

write down what each one teaches and how each one relates to the analogy in Isaiah 5. 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL 

AROUND IT AND DUG A WINE PRESS IN IT, AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to vine-growers 

and went on a journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the vine-

growers to receive his produce. 35 The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed 

another, and stoned a third. 36 Again he sent another group of slaves larger than the first; and they 

did the same thing to them. 37 But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ 38 But when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the 

heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 They took him, and threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 40 Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those vine-growers?” 41 They said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and 

will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper 

seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, 

‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, 

THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; 

THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, 

AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’? 

43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people, producing the fruit of it. (Matthew 21:33-43) 

How would you summarize the main message of Jesus’ parable in Matthew 21? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What similarities do you see in Jesus’ parable to the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What differences do you see between this parable and the song in Isaiah 5? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  

 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 

me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  

 
6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

 

How would you summarize the main message of Jesus’ analogy in John 15? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Jesus’ identification as the true vine relate to the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do we bear fruit as a branch? (15:4-5)  What does this mean practically? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is God the Father, the vinedresser, glorified? (15:8) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What “fruit” does God look for? See Galatians 5:22-23; Eph. 5:9; Col. 1:10; James 3:17-18 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

5:18, Cords and Cart Ropes. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often called 

the “prince of preachers.”  

 
“Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of 

vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope.” (5:18) 

 

THE text begins with “Woe;” but when we 

get a woe in this book of blessings it is sent 

as a warning, that we may escape from woe. 

God’s woes are better than the devil’s 

welcomes. God always means man’s good, 

and only sets ill before him that he may turn 

from the dangers of a mistaken way, and so 

may escape the ill which lies at the end of it. 

Think me not unkind at this time because 

my message sounds harshly, and has a note 

in it of sorrow rather than of joy. It may be 

most for your pleasure for ages to come, 

dear friends, to be for a while displeased. It 

may make the bells ring in your ears for ever 

if tonight, instead of the dulcet sound of the 

harp, you hear the shrill clarion startling you 

to thoughtfulness. Mayhap “Woe, woe, 

woe,” though it should sound with a 

dreadful din in your ear, may be the means 

of leading you to seek and find your Savior, 

and then throughout eternity no woe shall 

ever come near to you. May the good Spirit 

of all grace put power into my warning, that 

you may profit by it. 

This is a very singular text. It is not very 

easy to understand it at first sight. Here are 

some who are said to draw sin with cords of 

vanity, which are slender enough, and yet 

they also draw it as with a cart-rope, which 

is thick enough. They are harnessed to sin, 

and the traces appear to be fragile, 

insignificant, and soon broken. You can 

hardly touch them, for they are a mere sham, 

a fiction—vanity. What can be thinner and 

weaker than cobweb-cords of vanity? Yet 

when you attempt to break or remove them 

they turn out to be cart-ropes or wagon-

traces, fitted to bear the pull of horse or 

bullock. Motives which have no logical 

force, and would not bind a reasonable man 

for a moment, are, nevertheless, quite 

sufficient to hold the most of men in 

bondage. Such a slave is man to iniquity, 

that unworthy motives and indefensible 

reasons which appear no stronger than little 

cords nevertheless hold him as with bonds 

of steel, and he fastened to the loaded wagon 

of his iniquity as a horse is fastened by a 

cart-rope. That is our subject at this time, 

and may God make it useful to many…. 

THERE IS A WOE ABOUT REMAINING 

HARNESSED TO THE CART OF SIN, and 

that woe is expressed in our text. 

It has been hard work already to tug at sin’s 

load. If I am addressing any here that have 

fallen into great sin, I know that you have 

fallen into great sorrow. I am sure you have. 

Much of history is happily covered with a 

veil so that its secret griefs do not become 

open miseries, else were the world too 

wretched for a tender heart to live in it. 

Could we lift the tops of the houses, could 

we exhibit the skeletons hidden in closets, 

could we take away the curtains from human 

breasts— what sorrows we should see; and 

the mass of those sorrows— not the whole 

of them, but the mass— would be found to 

come from sin. When the young man turns 

to paths of unchastity or of dishonesty, what 

grief he makes for himself: what woe, what 

misery! His bodily disease, his mental 

anguish we have no heart to describe. Ah! 

yes, “The way of transgressors is hard." 

They put on a smile; they even take to 

uproarious laughter, but a worm is gnawing 

at their hearts. Alas, poor slaves! They make 

a noise as they try to drown their feelings; 

but as the crackling of thorns under a pot 

such is the mirth of the wicked— hasty, 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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noisy, momentary; gone, and nothing but 

ashes left. I would not have you proceed in 

the path of sin if there were nothing in it 

worse than what has happened to you 

already. 

…But remember, if you remain harnessed to 

this cart of sin, the weight increases. You are 

like a horse that has to go a journey and pick 

up parcels at every quarter of a mile: you are 

increasing the heavy luggage and baggage 

that you have to drag behind you. A man 

starting in life is somewhat like a horse with 

but a slender load in the cart, but as he goes 

on from youth to manhood, and from 

manhood to his riper years, he has been 

loaded up with more sin; and what a weight 

there is behind him now! Grinning devils, as 

they bring the heavy packages and heap 

them up one upon another, must wonder that 

men are such fools as to continue in the 

harness and drag on the dreadful load as if it 

were fine sport. 

…Further, I want you to notice that as the 

load grows heavier, so the road becomes 

worse, the ruts are deeper, the hills are 

steeper, and the sloughs are more full of 

mire. In the heyday of youth man finds 

beaded bubbles about the brim of his cup of 

sin, the wine moves itself aright, it giveth its 

color in the cup; but as he grows older and 

drinks deeper he comes nearer to the dregs, 

and those dregs are as gall and wormwood. 

An old man with his bones filled with the 

sin of his youth is a dreadful sight to look 

upon; he is a curse to others, and a burden to 

himself. A man who has fifty years of sin 

behind him is like a traveller pursued by 

fifty howling wolves. Do you hear their deep 

bay as they pursue the wretch? Do you see 

their eyes glaring in the dark, and flaming 

like coals of fire? Such a man is to be pitied 

indeed: whither shall he flee, or how shall he 

face his pursuers? He who goes on 

carelessly when he knows that such a fate 

awaits him is a fool, and deserves small pity 

when the evil day comes. O you that are 

drawing the wagon of sin, I implore you 

stop before you reach the boggy ways of 

infirmity, the tremendous swamps of old 

age! 

Now I want to offer some ENCOURAGE-

MENT FOR BREAKING LOOSE. It is time 

I did. I do not wish to preach a sad unhappy 

sermon tonight; but I do long to see 

everybody here saved from sin. My heart 

cries to God that as long as I am able to 

preach, I may not preach in vain. God knows 

I have never shunned to speak what I have 

thought, and to speak very plainly and very 

home to you. I never come into this pulpit 

with the notion that I must not say a sharp 

thing, or somebody will be offended, and I 

must not deal with common sins, for 

somebody will say that I am coarse. I care 

not the snap of a finger what you choose to 

say about me, if you will but forsake sin and 

be reconciled to God by the death of his 

Son. That is the one and only thing my heart 

craves, and for that end I have given earnest 

warnings at this time. I may not much longer 

be spared to speak with you, and therefore I 

am the more earnest to impress you while I 

may. Help me, O Spirit of God! 

…“Oh,” you say, “I am afraid that I have 

got into the cart-rope stage; for I seem 

bound to perish in my sin, I cannot break 

loose from it.” Listen. Jesus Christ has come 

into the world to rescue those who are bound 

with chains. That is to say, God himself has 

taken upon himself human nature, with this 

design—that he may save men from their 

sins. That blessed, perfect babe, such as 

never mother before had ever seen— that 

virgin’s child— when they named him, it 

was said, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, 

for he shall save his people from their sins.” 

He has come to this world in our nature on 

purpose to save men from their sins. He can 
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cut the traces which bind you to Satan’s 

chariot. He can take you out of the shafts. 

He can set you free tonight. You have been 

dragging on for years, and you think there is 

no chance for you; but there is more than a 

chance, there is the certainty of salvation if 

you trust in Jesus.  

…Let me tell you another thing that ought to 

cheer you, and it is this. You are bound with 

the cords of sin, and in order that all this sin 

of yours might effectually be put away, the 

Lord Jesus, the Son of the Highest, was 

himself bound. They took him in the garden 

of Gethsemane, and bound his hands, and 

led him off to Pilate and Herod. They 

brought him bound before the Roman 

governor. He was bound when they 

scourged him. He was bound when they 

brought him forth bearing his cross. He was 

fastened hand and foot as they drove in the 

nails, and thus fixed him with rivets of iron 

to his cross. There did he hang, fastened to 

the cruel tree, for sinners such as you are. If 

you come and trust him tonight you shall 

find that for you he endured the wrath of 

God, for you he paid the penalty of death, 

that he might set you free. He bore it that 

you should not bear it: he died for you that 

you might not die. His substitution shall be 

your deliverance. Oh, come, all bound and 

guilty as you are, and look to his dear cross, 

and trust yourself with him; and you shall be 

set free. 

…I will tell you another cheering fact to 

help you to overcome your sin, and break 

the cart-ropes that now bind you— There is 

in this world a mysterious Being whom you 

do not know, but whom some of us know, 

who is able to work your liberty. There 

dwells upon this earth a mysterious Being, 

whose office it is to renew the fallen, and 

restore the wandering. We cannot see him, 

or hear him, yet he dwells in some of us, as 

Lord of our nature. His chosen residence is a 

broken heart and a contrite spirit. That most 

powerful Being is God, the third person of 

the blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, who was 

given at Pentecost and who has never been 

recalled, but remains on earth to bless the 

people of God. He is here still; and wherever 

there is a soul that would be free from sin 

this free Spirit waits to help him. Wherever 

there is a spirit that loathes its own 

unholiness, this Holy Spirit waits to cleanse 

him. Wherever there is a groaning one 

asking to be made pure, this pure Spirit is 

ready to come and dwell in him, and make 

him pure as God is pure. O, my hearer, he 

waits to bless you now: he is blessing you 

while I speak. I feel as if his divine energy 

went forth with the word and entered into 

your soul as you are listening. I trust I am 

not mistaken. If you believe in Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, believe also in the power of 

the Holy Spirit to make you a new creature, 

and cleanse you, and deliver you from every 

fetter, and make you the Lord’s free man. 

…Ask Jesus to break your bonds, and with a 

touch of his pierced hand, he will make you 

free as the swallow on the wing which no 

cage can hold. You shall see him, and see 

your sin never again for ever.

 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 5 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 5 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 5? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Isaiah 5:8-23, the Bible pronounces six “woes” against the person and the society that 

forsakes God for its own selfish agenda. These six “woes” could be summarized as follows: 

1. Materialism—constantly looking to increase one’s possessions. (5:8-10) 

2. Hedonism—pursuing pleasure from party after party. (5:11-12) 

3. Cynicism—doing what you want with a careless, defiant attitude. (5:18-19) 

4. Relativism—justifying one’s sin by redefining it as good. (5:20) 

5. Humanism—exalting your own way and opinions above everything else. (5:21) 

6. Narcissism—being a “hero” in worthless things, ignoring the needs of others (5:22-23) 

 

Of the six “woes,” which one do you think is the biggest problem in our culture today? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Of the six “woes,” which do you think is a bigger struggle or temptation to you? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

At the root of sin is a rejection of the goodness and grace of God. Instead of pursuing Him for 

our joy, satisfaction, and security, we pursue idols, worthless endeavors, material things, or our 

own pleasure above all else. Like Solomon in Ecclesiastes, when we try to find satisfaction in the 

temporary things of this world, we soon find that it is vanity of vanities (Eccl. 1:2). 

 

Take time to reflect on the goodness of God and all the blessings that you have in your life. 

Try to think of something to be thankful for from A-Z (e.g., God’s attributes, people in your 

life, possessions, etc.). Verbally thank and praise God for each grace and gift in your life! 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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MY A-Z THANKSGIVING LIST TO GOD 

 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you 

in Christ Jesus.           —1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

What things are you thankful for? Think of an attribute/name of God or a gift/blessing from God 

for each letter of the alphabet and thank God for each one. 

A____________________________________________________________________________ 

B____________________________________________________________________________ 

C____________________________________________________________________________ 

D____________________________________________________________________________ 

E____________________________________________________________________________ 

F____________________________________________________________________________ 

G____________________________________________________________________________ 

H____________________________________________________________________________ 

I_____________________________________________________________________________ 

J____________________________________________________________________________ 

K____________________________________________________________________________ 

L____________________________________________________________________________ 

M____________________________________________________________________________ 

N____________________________________________________________________________ 

O____________________________________________________________________________ 

P____________________________________________________________________________ 

Q____________________________________________________________________________ 

R____________________________________________________________________________ 

S____________________________________________________________________________ 

T____________________________________________________________________________ 

U____________________________________________________________________________ 

V____________________________________________________________________________ 

W____________________________________________________________________________ 

X____________________________________________________________________________ 

Y____________________________________________________________________________ 

Z____________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 5. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Describe a time when you got frustrated because something did not work or turn out the 

way that you desired or planned. What do you tend to think, say, or do in times of 

frustration? 

 Since God is sovereign, His plans are never frustrated. But since He is a loving Father, we 

can grieve His heart when we forsake Him and run after things that can never satisfy us and 

ultimately harm us. Have you ever had an experience where someone you loved ignored 

your counsel and pursued a selfish or a dangerous course of action? How did you feel in the 

midst of this time? 

 Have you ever done something against the counsel of others that turned out poorly? How 

did you respond afterward? 

 Which of the six “woes” seem to describe our culture the most? Which one is the biggest 

struggle or temptation for you? 

 How have you seen or experienced the grace of God in your life? 

 Using the letters of your first name (or last name), share what you are thankful for 

beginning with each letter (e.g., SUE, thankful for my Salvation, Unconditional love in Jesus 

Christ, and Enjoying time with my family). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see.  
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed.  
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

—John Newton (1725-1807) 
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ISAIAH 6:1-13 

The Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

“Why is it significant that Isaiah’s call occurs in the year King Uzziah 

died? I believe it is because it is with Uzziah’s death that Judah’s truly 

hopeless situation emerges. The date is approximately 740 BC. By this 

time the Assyrian emperor Tiglath-Pileser III has clearly established himself as a military 

conqueror to be feared. But it seems likely that for Judah, as long as the powerful Uzziah was 

on the throne, the immediacy of the threat was blurred. But when Uzziah was removed from 

the scene, the danger could no longer be ignored. …The king was dead? Who is the king in this 

world anyway? My eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty! (6:5)” (John Oswalt) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 6:1-13. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 

lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood 
seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, 

and the house was filled with smoke. 

5 So I said: 

“Woe is me, for I am undone! 

Because I am a man of unclean lips, 

And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, 

The LORD of hosts.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he 
had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, 

and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; 

Your iniquity is taken away, 

And your sin purged.” 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: 

“Whom shall I send, 
And who will go for Us?” 

Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: 

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
10 “Make the heart of this people dull, 

And their ears heavy, 

And shut their eyes; 
Lest they see with their eyes, 

And hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart, 
And return and be healed.” 

11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” 

And He answered: 

“Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, 
The houses are without a man, 

The land is utterly desolate, 
12 The LORD has removed men far away, 
And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13 But yet a tenth will be in it, 

And will return and be for consuming, 
As a terebinth tree or as an oak, 

Whose stump remains when it is cut down. 

So the holy seed shall be its stump.” (NKJV) 

 

What thought or verse stands out to you in Isaiah 6? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Isaiah see? (6:1-7) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Isaiah hear? (6:3-4) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What did Isaiah feel? (6:5) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did Isaiah receive? (6:6-7) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did Isaiah respond? (6:8) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would people respond to Isaiah’s message? (6:9-10) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How long was Isaiah told to preach His message? (6:11-13) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What names of God are used in this passage? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

In the year that King Uzziah died,  

I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,  

and the train of His robe filled the temple.  

Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings:  

with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  

And one cried to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

The whole earth is full of His glory!” (6:1-3) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite the passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a good passage to listen to. Go to biblegateway.com or bible.com to find an audio 

version of Isaiah 6. Listen to it being read and then record your thoughts and prayer below. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

The holiness of God is a key theme in the book of Isaiah, as well as in the whole Bible. Go to 

blueletterbible.org and look up Isaiah 6:3 to find the Hebrew word for “holy.” 

 

What is the Hebrew word for “holy”? (Use the transliteration) __________________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count) ________________________ 

 

This is the adjectival form of the Hebrew word for “holy.” Adding the noun and verb forms, the 

concept of holiness is repeated over 800 times in the Old Testament, with most of its 

occurrences being in the book of Isaiah. 

 

To understand the root meaning of holiness, click on the Root Word (H6942) to bring up the 

verb form of this Hebrew word.  

 

Based on this root word, what is the meaning of the word “holy”?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the following passages and then summarize what you learn about holiness. Mark key 

words or concepts as you read these passages. 

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a 

special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the 

children of Israel.” (Exodus 19:5-6) 

“I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. Do not make 

yourselves unclean by any creature that moves along the ground. I am the LORD, who brought 

you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.” (Lev. 11:44-45) 

“Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you apart from the 

peoples to be Mine.” (Leviticus 20:26) 

DAY THREE 

Interpretation 
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“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a 

people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” 

(Deuteronomy 7:6) 

“Also today the LORD has proclaimed you to be His special people, just as He promised you, that 

you should keep all His commandments, and that He will set you high above all nations which 

He has made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you may be a holy people to the LORD 

your God, just as He has spoken.” (Deuteronomy 26:18-19) 

 

The LORD reigns; 

Let the peoples tremble! 

He dwells between the cherubim; 

Let the earth be moved! 

The LORD is great in Zion, 

And He is high above all the peoples. 

Let them praise Your great and awesome name— 

He is holy.  

The King’s strength also loves justice; 

You have established equity; 

You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

Exalt the LORD our God, 

And worship at His footstool— 

He is holy. (Psalm 99:1-5) 

Man is humbled, and each one is brought low, 

and the eyes of the haughty are brought low. 

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, 

and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness. (Isaiah 5:16-17) 

For thus says the high and exalted One 

Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, 

“I dwell on a high and holy place, 

And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit 

In order to revive the spirit of the lowly 

And to revive the heart of the contrite.” (Isaiah 57:15) 

What do you learn about holiness from these passages? How would you define it? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

6:8, The Divine Call for Missionaries. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often 

called the “prince of preachers.” 

 
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying,  

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  

Then said I, “Here am I; send me.” 

 

Reverently, and with all our hearts attentive, 

let us gaze upon THE VISION OF GLORY 

which Isaiah saw. It was necessary for him 

to see it in order that he might be brought 

into the condition of heart out of which 

should come the full consecration expressed 

in— “Here am I, send me.” Observe what he 

saw. He saw, first, the supreme glory of 

God. “I saw Adonai,” says he, “sitting upon 

a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 

filled the temple.” Was it Jesus that he saw? 

Was this one of the anticipations of his 

future incarnation? Probably so, for John 

writes in his 12th chapter, at the 41st verse, 

“These things said Isaiah, when he saw his 

glory, and spoke of him,” — referring to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. We will not, however, 

insist upon that interpretation, for the word 

Adonai, doubtless, included at times the 

whole Godhead, and therefore the vision 

may have represented the Lord himself 

revealed in visible form.  

 

…Now, brethren, we know of nothing that 

will supply a better motive for missionary 

work, or for Christian effort of any sort, than 

a sight of the divine glory. This is one of the 

strongest impulses a soul can feel. Behold, 

O believers in the divine word, at this day 

the Lord God, even Jehovah, is not 

dethroned, but sits on the throne of his glory. 

Some know him not, and others deny him 

and blaspheme him, but he is still God over 

all blessed for ever. 

 

…He sits as a King, observe, upon a throne; 

he never renounces his sovereignty and 

dominion. All things still feel the 

omnipotence of the reign of God. “The Lord 

hath prepared his throne in the heavens, and 

his kingdom rules over all.” The rebellions 

of men, can they ever shake his firm 

dominion? No, but out of their wildest 

uproar he fashions order, and by their most 

violent resistance he works his own 

purposes. After all the Lord reigns; let the 

earth rejoice, let the multitudes of the isles 

be glad thereof. Still, despite all the hurly-

burly of war, and all the wickedness of men 

in the dark places of the earth, and the 

detestable Blasphemies of the heathen 

against the Most High, the Lord sits on a 

throne which never can be shaken. 

…If you choose to take the text as referring 

to the Lord Jesus Christ, what a delight it is 

for us to think that there is no more for him 

the thorny crown and the cruel lance and the 

contemptuous spittle, but he who bowed his 

head to death has left the dead, no more to 

die, and ascended to the right hand of God, 

even the Father; God having highly exalted 

him, so that he now sits upon a throne high 

and lifted up. This, in fact, is the origin of 

our commission— “Go ye, therefore, and 

teach all nations, baptizing them into the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost.”  

…O when will his church fully believe in 

the glory of her Lord, and rejoice therein, so 

that his power shall fill her, as his train 

aforetime filled the temple. If we cannot 

behold his greatest glories, yet we pray that 

his presence by the Holy Spirit, like the 

perfumed smoke and the resplendent skirts 

of his robes, may be known among us and 

fill us with adoration. Did the posts of the 

door move at that august presence? Let our 

hearts be moved also as in lowliest adoration 

we bow before him who is Lord and Christ. 

DAY FOUR 

Devotion 
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But then Isaiah saw also the court of the 

great King; he beheld the glorious attendants 

who perpetually perform homage, nearest to 

his throne.…These seraphim may furnish us 

with a pattern for Christian service: as the 

throne of God becomes the impulse to that 

service, so let these serve us as the model. 

They dwell near the Lord, and even so 

should we; he is their center and their bliss, 

even so should he be ours. But I specially 

note that they were burning ones, for such is 

the meaning of the word seraphim. …These 

courtiers of the great King were creatures of 

fire, ablaze with ardor; all glowing and 

shining they worship him, “who makes his 

angels spirits, his ministers a flame of fire.” 

Jehovah, who is a consuming fire, can only 

fitly be served by those who are on fire, 

whether they be angels or men.  

…None can do this but the man on fire with 

love divine. In the presence of that 

consuming fire, it is not possible for 

lukewarmness or indifference to exist, they 

would be utterly burned up. To act as 

courtier before the burning throne of God 

requires a seraphic or burning spirit, and if 

we become lethargic and soulless we shall 

not be counted worthy to be employed on 

divine errands. Far hence, then, let all 

coolness of love and slumbering of spirit be 

removed. May the Lord make us, like John 

the Baptist, burning and shining lights. 

…Again, another part of the vision of Isaiah 

in the temple was the perpetual song, for 

these sacred beings continually cried, “Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” Brothers and 

sisters, let us take this cry to be the life song 

of each one of us. Adore ye the holy God, 

perfection’s self. Whatever he shall do with 

you, bless him, and call him holy still. Find 

no fault with his dispensations; never dare to 

quarrel with any of his ways. Holy, holy, 

holy, is he in all things. In creation, 

providence, and redemption he is holy, holy, 

holy. Praise him with ardor; be not content 

to call him holy once, but dwell upon the 

theme. Extol the Lord with all your might; 

raise again, and again, and again the sacred 

song. Adore not alone the Father, but the 

Son, and the ever-blessed Spirit: let the 

Trinity in Unity be the object of your 

perpetual adoration.  

…While you praise his holiness do not 

forget his power, but adore him as “Jehovah 

of hosts.” He is as great as he is good, as 

high as he is holy, as potent as he is pure. He 

created the heavens, and the earth, and all 

the host of them. Legions of angels do his 

bidding; hosts of intelligences wait his call; 

all forces of nature, animate and inanimate, 

march at his command; from the crash of 

thunder to the flight of an insect all things 

are at his beck. Hosts of birds migrate at his 

direction, hosts of fishes swarm the sea at 

his call, hosts of locusts and caterpillars 

devour the fields at his order. His armies are 

innumerable, and all living things are in 

their regiments a part of his camp, which is 

very great. Men also, whether they will or 

not, shall be subservient to his supreme 

dominion; their armies and their navies fulfil 

his decrees even when they think not of him. 

He is Lord of all. Exult in this, and let your 

hearts be brave because of it. 

…Let us now turn our thoughts to THE 

VISION OF ORDINATION. This man 

Isaiah was to go forth in Jehovah’s name, 

but in order to preparation for so high an 

embassage he must undergo a process 

peculiar but necessary. He was brought into 

a state, which to human judgment would 

seem to disqualify him for all future 

usefulness, crushing the courage out of him, 

and leaving him like a bruised reed. By 

reason of the glorious vision which he saw 

there was no strength left in him; he was 

cast down as low as he could well go with a 



Community Bible Church 55 Advent 2019 

sense of his own utter unworthiness, and felt 

himself to be less than nothing. In the 

presence of God he cried, “Woe is me! for I 

am undone; because I am a man of unclean 

lips.” “Alas, alas, alas,” says he, “woe has 

taken possession of my soul; I am destroyed 

by it.” Yes, dear brother, and this is our way 

to success: God will never do anything with 

us till he has first of all undone us. We must 

be taken to pieces and made to undergo a 

process very like destruction, and then we 

shall be new fashioned according to a nobler 

mold, more fit to be used by our great Lord. 

I shall not regret if every brother here called 

to the work of the Lord shall feel as if he 

could not go on with it, and shall mourn 

daily his incapacity, his unworthiness, and 

failure; for it is good for us to be laid in the 

dust. Downward in breakage, in crushing, in 

grinding, in making into dust we must go, 

for this is the way to be made strong in the 

Lord, and in the power of his might. The 

death of self is the life of grace. When we 

are weak then are we strong. We can only 

rise to ability for the noblest errands by 

being emptied of all self-sufficiency, and 

filled with the all-sufficient Spirit.  

…Here, then, is the true ordination for a 

Christian worker. Yourself nothing, lying in 

the dust with confession of sin; but yourself 

purged by the great sacrifice of Calvary, and 

your tongue compelled to tell the tale 

because you have felt such royal mercy, 

such free mercy, such unspeakable mercy, 

that if you did not speak of it the very stones 

in the street would cry out against you. You 

want this for your preparation, and if you 

have it, my brother, you have obtained your 

ordination from the great Shepherd and 

Bishop of your souls, and you need no other. 

…Now comes the last point, THE 

EARNEST RESPONSE. The reply of Isaiah 

was “Here am I; send me.” I think I see in 

that response a consciousness of his being in 

a certain position which no one else 

occupied, which rendered it incumbent upon 

him to say, “Here am I.” There was no one 

else in the temple, no one else saw that 

vision, and therefore to him the voice of the 

Lord came as directly and personally as if 

there were not another man in all the world. 

“Here am I.” Now, brethren, if at any time 

the mission field lacks workers (it is a sad 

thing that it should be so, but yet so it is), 

should not that fact make each man look to 

himself and say, “Where am I? What 

position do I occupy towards this work of 

God? May I not be placed just where I am 

because I can do what others could not?” 

…And if God has endowed you with any 

wealth, given you any talent, and placed you 

in a favorable position, you are the man who 

should say, “Perhaps I have come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this; I may be 

placed where I am on purpose that I may 

render essential help to the cause of God. 

Here at any rate I am; I feel the presence of 

the glorious God; I see the skirts of his 

garments as he reveals himself to me, I 

almost hear the rush of seraphic wings as I 

perceive how near heaven is to earth, and I 

feel in my soul I must give myself up to 

God. …Here am I! Thou hast put me where 

I am; Lord, take me as I am, and use me as 

thou wilt.” 

…Then you observe that he makes a full 

surrender of himself. “Here am I.” Lord, I 

am what I am by thy grace, but here I am; if 

I am a man of one talent, yet here I am; if I 

am a man of ten, yet here I am; if in youthful 

vigor, here I am; if of maturer years, here I 

am. Have I substance? here I am. Do I lack 

abilities? Yet still I made not my own 

mouth, nor did I create my infirmities; here I 

am. Just as I am, as I gave myself up to thy 

dear Son to be redeemed, so give I myself 

up again to be used for thy glory, because I 

am redeemed, and am not my own, but 

bought with a price. “Here I am!” 



Community Bible Church 56 Advent 2019 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Re-read Isaiah 6 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 6 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 6? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When Isaiah saw the Lord’s majestic glory, great power, and absolute purity, he immediately 

felt the uncleanness of his lips. Perhaps Isaiah’s initial thought was on the slander, complaints, 

grumbling, and frivolous nature of his words. It is our words that reveal the condition of our 

hearts (cf. Matt. 15:18; James 3:9-12).  

 

Think through your own words this past week. Have they been primarily praising God or 

complaining about life? Encouraging others or criticizing them? Filled with thanksgiving or 

grumbling about what you don’t have? How would you evaluate your mouth? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah saw the Lord and it changed his perspective. He received God’s grace and forgiveness 

and it changed his heart and his desires. Instead of serving himself, Isaiah offered himself freely 

to the Lord. “Here am I, Lord. Send me.”  

 

What do you sense God calling you to? Who is someone that you know that needs to hear the 

good news of Jesus Christ? Yield yourself to be used by God! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 6. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Describe one of the most incredible or awe-inspiring sights that you have seen. What made 

it so incredible? What thoughts did you have or what emotions did you feel? 

 What is awe? What makes us feel awe? 

 When you hear the word “holy,” what thoughts or images come to your mind? Why? 

 How did your study on the word “holy” this week change or enhance your perception? 

 Why do you think Isaiah was most concerned about the uncleanness of his lips when he saw 

the majesty, power, and purity of the Lord? 

 How do our words reveal our heart? For instance, why do we complain? 

 Isaiah yielded his whole life to the Lord. What scares you about saying to God, “Whatever 

you want me to do, Lord, I will do”?  

 How would a greater vision of God’s greatness and a greater trust in His grace motivate you 

to serve Him without reservation or hesitation? 

 Who is someone that God is calling you to pray for and/or minister to this week? 

 

 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy! 

Lord God Almighty 

Early in the morning 

Our song shall rise to Thee 

Holy, holy, holy! 

Merciful and mighty 

God in three persons 

Blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy 

Though the darkness hide thee 

Though the eye of sinful man 

Thy glory may not see 

Only Thou art holy, 

There is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

—Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 
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ISAIAH 7:1-25 

Immanuel 

 

“The prophecies [of Isaiah 7-12] were given during the reign of Ahaz 

[735-715 BC], at a time when Syria and Israel were allied against Judah 

and the craven, paganized King Ahaz momentarily expected to be 

destroyed by these two enemy powers. Furthermore, the terrible power of the far mightier 

Assyria threatened on the horizon. God through the prophet promises deliverance from these 

enemies, but shows that the ultimate deliverance of His people can only come through the One 

whose name is Immanuel.” (Alfred Martin) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 7:1-25. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin 

the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to 
Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it. 
2 When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the 

heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake 

before the wind. 

3 And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub 

your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the 

Washer's Field. 4 And say to him,  

‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of 

these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and 
Syria and the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son of 

Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying, 6 “Let us go up against Judah 

and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and set up the son of Tabeel 

as king in the midst of it,”  

7 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

“‘It shall not stand, 

    and it shall not come to pass. 
8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, 

    and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

And within sixty-five years 

    Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. 
9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

    and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 

If you are not firm in faith, 
    you will not be firm at all.’” 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  

13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will 
be deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon 

your father's house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim 

departed from Judah—the king of Assyria!” 

18 In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is at the end of the streams 
of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 And they will all 

come and settle in the steep ravines, and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all 

the thornbushes, and on all the pastures. 

20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor that is hired beyond the River—

with the king of Assyria—the head and the hair of the feet, and it will sweep 

away the beard also. 

21 In that day a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, 22 and 

because of the abundance of milk that they give, he will eat curds, for 

everyone who is left in the land will eat curds and honey. 

23 In that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a 
thousand shekels of silver, will become briers and thorns. 24 With bow and 

arrows a man will come there, for all the land will be briers and thorns. 25 And 

as for all the hills that used to be hoed with a hoe, you will not come there for 

fear of briers and thorns, but they will become a place where cattle are let 
loose and where sheep tread. (ESV) 

 

What thought or verse stands out to you in Isaiah 7? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the historical occasion for Isaiah 7? What was happening? (7:1) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the response of King Ahaz and the people of Judah? (7:2) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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How would you summarize Isaiah’s message to King Ahaz? (7:3-9) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What observations can you make from this statement given to Ahaz? (7:9b) 

 

If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all. (ESV) 

If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all. (NIV) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is Ahaz’s response to God’s offer of a sign? Do you think his response came from a 

godly, believing heart? Why or why not? (7:10-11) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What sign does the Lord provide to Ahaz and to the house of David? (7:13-14) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summarize what will happen when the King of Assyria invades the land (7:17-25). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David!  

Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also?  

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,  

and shall call His name Immanuel.” (7:13-14) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite the passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:22-23) 

Take time to reflect on the name Immanuel. What does it mean to you that God is with you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To better understand Isaiah 7, it is important to understand the historical context of the 

passage and the personality and spiritual condition of King Ahaz (King Uzziah’s grandson).  

 

Read 2 Kings 16. What observations can you make about King Ahaz? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Instead of trusting in the Lord, as Isaiah prophesied, King Ahaz turned elsewhere for help. 

Where did he turn? What is ironic about this? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

Isaiah 7:14 is a key prophecy in Scripture, ultimately fulfilled in Jesus’ birth (cf. Matt. 1:22-23).  

 

Go to blueletterbible.org and look up the word “virgin” in Isaiah 7:14. 

 

What is the Hebrew word for “virgin”? (Use the transliteration.) _________________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) _______________________ 

 

What is its definition? How is it used in the OT? (See Strong’s definition as well as the Outline 

of Biblical Usage. You can also scroll down to read each of the passages that this word is used.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 

Interpretation 



Community Bible Church 63 Advent 2019 

Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on 

Matthew 1:23, God with Us. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often called 

the “prince of preachers.” 

 
“They shall call his name Emmanuel,  

which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

 

THOSE words, “being interpreted,” salute 

my ear with much sweetness. Why should 

the word “Emmanuel” in the Hebrew, be 

interpreted at all? Was it not to show that it 

has reference to us Gentiles, and therefore it 

must needs be interpreted into one of the 

chief languages of the then existing Gentile 

world, namely, the Greek. This “being 

interpreted” at Christ’s birth, and the three 

languages employed in the inscription upon 

the cross at his death, show that he is not the 

Savior of the Jews only, but also of the 

Gentiles. …“Being interpreted” must mean 

that different nations are addressed. We 

have the text put first in the Hebrew 

“Emmanuel,” and afterwards it is translated 

into the Gentile tongue, “God with us;” 

“being interpreted,” that we may know that 

we are invited, that we are welcome, that 

God has seen our necessities and has 

provided for us, and that now we may freely 

come, even we who were sinners of the 

Gentiles, and far off from God. Let us 

preserve with reverent love both forms of 

the precious name and wait the happy day 

when our Hebrew brethren shall unite their 

“Emmanuel” with our “God with us.” 

Our text speaks of a name of our Lord Jesus. 

It is said, “They shall call his name 

Emmanuel.” In these days we call children 

by names which have no particular meaning. 

They are the names, perhaps, of father or 

mother or some respected relative, but there 

is no special meaning as a general rule in 

our children’s names. It was not so in the 

olden times. Then names meant something. 

Scriptural names, as a general rule, contain 

teaching, and especially is this the case in 

every name ascribed to the Lord Jesus. With 

him names indicate things. “His name shall 

be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 

God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 

Peace,” because he really is all these. His 

name is called Jesus, but not without a 

reason. By any other name Jesus would not 

be so sweet, because no other name could 

fairly describe his great work of saving his 

people from their sins. When he is said to be 

called this or that, it means that he really is 

so. I am not aware that anywhere in the New 

Testament our Lord is afterwards called 

Emmanuel. I do not find his apostles, or any 

of his disciples, calling him by that name 

literally; but we find them all doing so in 

effect, for they speak of him as “God 

manifest in the flesh”, and they say, “The 

Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” They do not use the actual word, but 

they again interpret and give us free and 

instructive renderings, while they proclaim 

the sense of the august title and inform us in 

diverse ways what is meant by God being 

with us in the person of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. It is a glorious fact, of the highest 

importance, that since Christ was born into 

the world God is with us. 

…You may divide the text, if you please, 

into two portions— “GOD, and then “God 

WITH US. We must dwell with equal 

emphasis upon each word. Never let us for a 

moment hesitate as to the Godhead of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, for his Deity is a 

fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith. 

It may be we shall never understand fully 

how God and man could unite in one person, 

for who can by searching find out God. 

These great mysteries of godliness, these 

“deep things of God,” are beyond our 

DAY FOUR 

Devotion 
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measurement: our little skiff might be lost if 

we ventured so far out upon this vast, this 

infinite ocean, as to lose sight of the shore of 

plainly revealed truth. But let it remain as a 

matter of faith that Jesus Christ, even he 

who lay in Bethlehem’s manger, and was 

carried in a woman’s arms, and lived a 

suffering life and died on a malefactor’s 

cross, was, nevertheless, “God over all, 

blessed for ever,” “upholding all things by 

the word of his power.” 

… The very essence and glory of the 

incarnation is that he was God who was 

veiled in human flesh: if it was any other 

being who thus came to us in human flesh, I 

see nothing very remarkable in it, nothing 

comforting, certainly. That an angel should 

become a man is a matter of no great 

consequence to me: that some other superior 

being should assume the nature of man 

brings no joy to my heart, and opens no well 

of consolation to me. But “God with us” is 

exquisite delight. “GOD with us”: all that 

“God” means, the Deity, the infinite Jehovah 

with us; this, this is worthy of the burst of 

midnight song, when angels startled the 

shepherds with their carols, singing “Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

good will to men.” This was worthy of the 

foresight of seers and prophets, worthy of a 

new star in the heavens, worthy of the care 

which inspiration has manifested to preserve 

the record. This, too, was worthy of the 

martyr deaths of apostles and confessors 

who counted not their lives dear unto them 

for the sake of the incarnate God; and this, 

my brethren, is worthy at this day of your 

most earnest endeavors to spread the glad 

tidings, worthy of a holy life to illustrate its 

blessed influences, and worthy of a joyful 

death to prove its consoling power. 

… Here is the first truth of our holy faith— 

“Without controversy great is the mystery of 

godliness, God was manifest in the flesh.” 

He who was born at Bethlehem is God, and 

“God with us.” “God with us”— there lies 

the majesty; “God with us,” there lies the 

mercy. — therein is glory; “God with us,” 

therein is grace. God alone might well strike 

us with terror; but “God with us” inspires us 

with hope and confidence. Take my text as a 

whole, and carry it in your bosoms as a 

bundle of sweet spices to perfume your 

hearts with peace and joy.  

… Observe first, the wonder of 

condescension contained in this fact, that 

God who made all things should assume the 

nature of one of his own creatures, that the 

self-existent should be united with the 

dependent and derived, and the Almighty 

linked with the feeble and mortal. In the 

case before us the Lord descended to the 

very depth of humiliation, and entered into 

alliance with a nature which did not occupy 

the chief place in the scale of existence. 

… There was taken to himself by our Lord 

all that materialism which makes up a body, 

and a body is after all but the dust of the 

earth, a structure fashioned from the 

materials around us. There is nothing in our 

bodily frame but what is to be found in the 

substance of the earth on which we live. We 

feed upon that which grows out of the earth, 

and when we die we go back to the dust 

from whence we were taken. Is not this a 

strange thing that this grosser part of crea-

tion, this meaner part, this dust of it, should 

nevertheless be taken into union, with that 

pure, marvelous, incomprehensible, divine 

being of whom we know so little, and can 

comprehend nothing at all? Oh, the 

condescension of it! I leave it to the 

meditations of your quiet moments. Dwell 

on it with awe. I am persuaded that no man 

has any idea how wonderful a stoop it was 

for God thus to dwell in human flesh, and to 

be “God with us.” 
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… Again, as you gaze upon the mystery, 

consider what an ensign of good will this 

must be to the sons of men. When the Lord 

takes manhood into union with himself in 

this matchless way it must mean good to 

man. God cannot mean to destroy that race 

which he thus weds unto himself. Such a 

marriage as this, between man and God, 

must mean peace; war and destruction are 

never thus predicted. God incarnate in 

Bethlehem, to be adored by shepherds, 

augurs nothing but “peace on earth and 

mercy mild.” O ye sinners who tremble at 

the thought of the divine wrath, as well you 

may, lift up your heads with joyful hope of 

mercy and favor, for God must be full of 

grace and mercy to that race which he so 

distinguishes above all others by taking it 

into union with himself. Be of good cheer, O 

men of women born, and expect untold 

blessings for “unto us a child is born, unto 

us a Son is given.” 

If you look at rivers you can often tell 

whence they come, and the soil over which 

they have flowed by their color: those which 

flow from melting glaciers are known at 

once. There is a text concerning a heavenly 

river which you will understand if you look 

at it in this light: “He showed me a pure 

river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding out of the throne of God, and of 

the Lamb.” Where the throne is occupied by 

Godhead, and the appointed Mediator, the 

incarnate God, the once bleeding Lamb, then 

the river must be pure as crystal, and be a 

river, not of molten lava of devouring wrath, 

but a river of the water of life. Look you to 

“God with us” and you will see that the 

consequences of incarnation must be 

pleasant, profitable, saving, and ennobling to 

the sons of men. 

…This glorious word Emmanuel means, 

first, that God in Christ is with us in very 

near association. The Greek particle here 

used is very forcible, and expresses the 

strongest form of “with.” It is not merely “in 

company with us” … but “together with,” 

and “sharing with.” This preposition is a 

close rivet, a firm bond, implying, if not 

declaring, close fellowship. God is 

peculiarly and closely “with us.” Now, think 

for a while, and you will see that God has in 

very deed come near to us in very close 

association. He must have done so, for he 

has taken upon himself our nature, literally 

our nature— flesh, blood, bone, everything 

that made a body; mind, heart, soul, 

memory, imagination, judgment, everything 

that makes a rational man. Christ Jesus was 

the man of men, the second Adam, the 

model representative man. Think not of him 

as a deified man any more than you would 

dare to regard him as a humanized God, or 

demigod. Do not confound the natures nor 

divide the person: he is but one person, yet 

very man as he is also very God. Think of 

this truth then, and say, “He who sits on the 

throne is such as I am, sin alone excepted.” 

No, ’tis too much for speech, I will not 

speak of it; it is a theme which masters me, 

and I fear to utter rash expressions. Turn the 

truth over and over, and see if it be not 

sweeter than honey and the honey-comb. 

…Oh, the heights and depths then 

comprehended in those few words, “God 

with us.” I had many more things to say unto 

you, but time compels me to sum them up in 

brief. The Lord becomes “God with us” by 

the restoration of his image in us. “God with 

us” was seen in Adam when he was 

perfectly pure, but Adam died when he 

sinned, and God is not the God of the dead 

but of the living. Now we, in receiving back 

the new life and being reconciled to God in 

Christ Jesus, receive also the restored image 

of God, and are renewed in knowledge and 

true holiness. “God with us” means 

sanctification, the image of Jesus Christ 

imprinted upon all his brethren.
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What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Re-read Isaiah 7 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 7 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 7? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Isaiah 7, King Ahaz is trembling with fear. He is facing a situation that is too big for him, out of 

his control. But instead of trusting in God, he ran to Assyria, the very nation that would 

eventually seek to destroy him. This is like so many idols in our life. The things that we run to in 

our distress are the very things that destroy us.  

 

What situation or circumstance are you facing right now that is creating fear in you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are tempted to lean upon or run to for security or peace or even distraction? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

God comes to us in our fear and says, If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at 

all (7:9b). What truth(s) or promise(s) can you cling to as you trust in God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The ultimate promise is that “God is with us!” Our Immanuel, Jesus Christ, will never leave us 

nor forsake us. Spend time in prayer casting your cares upon God because He cares for you. 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 7. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Who has been one of your closest friends or companions in life? How has their friendship or 

companionship been a blessing to you? 

 Why do you think friendship is so important? How would you describe a good friend? 

 How would you describe King Ahaz? Why do you think he was so afraid at this time? 

 When we are afraid, what are some things that we often run to for comfort, peace, security, 

or distraction? 

 How can the things that we run to in our fear end up harming us or destroying us? Give an 

example.  

 What encourages you the most about Jesus’ name, Immanuel, “God with us”? 

 How can knowing that God is with you give you comfort, peace, and security? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 

O come, Thou Day-Spring 

Come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 

—8th century poem, translated by John Mason Neale (1818-66) 
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ISAIAH 8:1-22 

The Sanctuary & the Stone 

 

“The sign of Immanuel…although it concerned ultimate events, did 

imply a pledge for the immediate future in that however soon Immanuel 

were born, the present threat would have passed before he would even 

be aware of it. But the time of his birth was undisclosed; hence the new sign [the birth of 

Isaiah’s son, Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz] is given to deal only with the contemporary scene.”  

(Derek Kidner) 

 

Isaiah 8 can be difficult to understand. Work your way through it slowly and prayerfully. 

Remember the historical context. Judah is being threatened by a coalition of armies to their 

north—Israel and Syria. Meanwhile, the growing empire of Assyria sits on the horizon. Instead 

of trusting God, King Ahaz actually puts his trust in Assyria. Because Ahaz, and the people, 

refuse to trust God, Isaiah is sent with another prophecy—it is a message of judgment rather 

than of hope. Instead of Immanuel’s birth, there is the birth of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, whose 

name means, “Speeds Booty-Hastens Spoil” or “Quick Pickings-Easy Prey” (Ryrie Study Bible).  

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 8:1-22. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
Moreover the LORD said to me, “Take a large scroll, and write on it with a 

man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. 2 And I will take for 
Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son 

of Jeberechiah.” 

3 Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then 

the LORD said to me, “Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz; 4 for before 

the child shall have knowledge to cry ‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the 
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be taken away before the 

king of Assyria.” 

5 The LORD also spoke to me again, saying: 
6 “Inasmuch as these people refused 
The waters of Shiloah that flow softly, 

And rejoice in Rezin and in Remaliah’s son; 
7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings up over them 

The waters of the River, strong and mighty— 
The king of Assyria and all his glory; 

He will go up over all his channels 

And go over all his banks. 
8 He will pass through Judah, 

He will overflow and pass over, 

He will reach up to the neck; 
And the stretching out of his wings 

Will fill the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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9 “Be shattered, O you peoples, and be broken in pieces! 

Give ear, all you from far countries. 
Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces; 

Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces. 
10 Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; 

Speak the word, but it will not stand, 
For God is with us.” 
 

11 For the LORD spoke thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me 
that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying: 
12 “Do not say, ‘A conspiracy,’ 

Concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, 
Nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. 
13 The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow; 

Let Him be your fear, 

And let Him be your dread. 
14 He will be as a sanctuary, 

But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense 

To both the houses of Israel, 
As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
15 And many among them shall stumble; 

They shall fall and be broken, 
Be snared and taken.” 

16 Bind up the testimony, 
Seal the law among my disciples. 
17 And I will wait on the LORD, 

Who hides His face from the house of Jacob; 
And I will hope in Him. 
18 Here am I and the children whom the LORD has given me! 

We are for signs and wonders in Israel 
From the LORD of hosts, 

Who dwells in Mount Zion. 

19 And when they say to you, “Seek those who are mediums and wizards, 

who whisper and mutter,” should not a people seek their God? Should they 

seek the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If 
they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in 

them. 21 They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall 

happen, when they are hungry, that they will be enraged and curse their 
king and their God, and look upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth, 

and see trouble and darkness, gloom of anguish; and they will be driven 

into darkness. (NKJV) 

 

What stands out to you after reading this passage? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Because Ahaz and the people refused to trust in God, what was going to happen? (8:5-8) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would you summarize God’s message to Isaiah in the midst of the fearful times that the 

nation was living in? (8:11-15) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was Isaiah’s response to God’s message? (8:16-18) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Instead of trusting in God in the midst of difficult times, where do the people turn? (8:19) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does God tell them to turn to? (8:19-20) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Because the people refuse to trust God and instead turn to false teachers and idols, what will 

be the result? What will they experience? What will they do? (8:21-22) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

“You are not to say, ‘It is a conspiracy!’ 

In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, 

And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 

It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. 

And He shall be your fear, 

And He shall be your dread. 

Then He shall become a sanctuary; 

But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, 

And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And many shall stumble on it.  

They shall fall and be broken;  

They shall be snared and taken.” (8:12-15) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depending on our response to Him, God is either a sanctuary or a stumbling stone. He is 

either the One in whom we find refuge or the One on whom we stumble and are crushed. 

Spend time reflecting on God as your sanctuary and write your prayer and thoughts below.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

In Isaiah 8:14, God is described as both a sanctuary and a stumbling stone, depending on our 

response to Him. Go to blueletterbible.org and look up Isaiah 8:14 to learn about these words. 

 

What is the Hebrew word for “sanctuary”? (See the Transliteration.) _____________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) _______________________ 

 

What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the Hebrew word for “stumbling”? (See the Transliteration.) _____________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) _______________________ 

 

What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The land of Israel was filled with rocks and stones. Some were cut, shaped, and used to 

construct altars and large buildings, such as the king’s palace and the temple. Others laid across 

one’s path, tripping a person up and causing them to fall and to hurt themselves.  

 

Read the following passages and write down what you learn about the theme of rocks and 

stones in the Bible. Mark key words and phrases as you read. 

 

When I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that 

the LORD made with you, I remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate 

bread nor drank water. And the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of 

God, and on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you on the mountain out 

of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. And at the end of forty days and forty nights 

the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. (Deuteronomy 9:9-11) 

 
Then the king commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation 

of the house with cut stones. So Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders and the Gebalites cut 

them, and prepared the timbers and the stones to build the house. (2 Kings 5:17-18) 

 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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And David spoke the words of this song to the Lord in the day that the Lord delivered him from 

the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said, 

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 

My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; 

My savior, You save me from violence.” (2 Samuel 22:1-3) 

 
I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. (Psalm 118:21-23) 

 
So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, 

    a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 

the one who relies on it 

    will never be stricken with panic.” (Isaiah 28:16) 

 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 

you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and 

“A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (1 Peter 2:4-8) 

 
What are some observations that you can make from these passages?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Community Bible Church 74 Advent 2019 

Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

8:14, Christ, Our Sanctuary. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often called 

the “prince of preachers.”  

 
�A�d He wi

 be as a sa�ctuary�� 

 

MANY of the Rabbis, and I think with good 

reason, refer this to the Messiah. We refer it 

to Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, the Son 

of God, who is the Messiah of God to our 

souls. We are, no doubt, justified in referring 

it to our Lord Jesus Christ, because Peter, 

speaking by the Holy Spirit, uses the next 

part of the verse in reference to Him. He 

declares that it was written that Jesus should 

be a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 

offense. If, then, the latter part of the verse is 

by divine authority interpreted as belonging 

to Christ, we may be pretty sure that the 

former part of the verse requires the same 

construction. So then, as a subject for our 

present meditation, we take the fact that 

Jesus Christ will be as a sanctuary. 

 

First, Jesus will be as a sanctuary—IN 

WHICH WE, AS POOR GUILTY 

SINNERS, SHALL FIND A SHELTER. 

…Our Lord Jesus Christ is a place of secure 

refuge for every soul that flies to Him. The 

moment a sinner believes in Jesus, he is 

safe—and continuing to believe, he remains 

safe in life, safe in death, safe in judgment, 

safe in eternity! The passing out of self-

righteousness into confidence in Christ is the 

act that saves the soul. When your faith lays 

its hand upon the dear head of the 

Redeemer—what if I say upon the horns of 

the altar of His sacrifice—then is your soul 

secure and nothing can destroy it! 
 

…It will be manifest to you all that if Jesus 

Christ suffered, thus, in our stead, we shall 

not be called on to suffer the penalty He 

discharged. If Jesus paid our debts, they are 

canceled and we are in debt no longer! If 

Jesus Christ became our Substitute and 

stood for us before God, then our warfare is 

accomplished and, henceforth, the law of 

God can exact nothing at our hands. Do you 

ask for whom did Jesus Christ thus shed His 

blood as a Substitute, a Representative? We 

answer, for as many as believe on His name. 

… For every soul that believes in Him, Jesus 

Christ has borne all the punishment that soul 

deserved to have borne. God cannot in 

justice punish that man, for He has punished 

Christ instead of him. For every soul that 

believes, Christ has drunk the cup of wrath 

to the very dregs. There is not a drop left in 

that cup for anyone who believes on Christ, 

for Christ has drained it. By Jesus the debts 

have all been discharged—He has not left 

one of them in the book of God’s record. 

Every soul that believes is secure before the 

courts of heaven because Jesus stood for 

him! My main inquiry here must be, “Do 

you believe in Jesus?” I will put it in other 

words. To believe is to trust. Do you trust in 

Jesus? Do you rely upon Him? If so, then 

Jesus stood for you! 

Now do you see how Jesus Christ becomes a 

sanctuary? Just in this way. Because I fear 

God’s anger for my sin, by faith I put myself 

beneath the cross of Christ. There God’s 

anger fell upon the innocent victim. Divine 

justice was clear when it allowed the Holy 

One to be condemned and put to death. But 

that same justice demands a full release for 

those on whose behalf He mediated! Their 

faith furnishes the evidence of their 

freedom. If God has punished Christ for my 

sin, He will not also punish me for it. If 

Christ has paid my debt, then paid it is—nor 

will God, the Judge of all, bring the 

handwriting of ordinances which was once 

against me, to indict me for charges that 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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have been fully satisfied! Where is common 

equity if the Substitute should suffer and 

then the man for whom the Substitute 

suffered should suffer again? Thus justice, 

itself, puts a canopy over the head of the 

ransomed sinner. When the fiery sleet of 

God’s wrath descends, he smiles, because he 

has found a retreat, a sanctuary. The fury of 

the storm spent itself upon the great 

Substitute. He bore it all and the sinner 

escaped. Oh, what a blessed truth of God! 

He who has never realized it for himself has 

never known the gospel. I care not how high 

your professions, nor how great your 

boastings, nor to what church you belong—

if you have not come to rest in the 

substitutionary work of Jesus Christ, you do 

not know the first letter of the gospel 

alphabet! May the Lord, the Holy Spirit, 

teach you, for this is the gospel of the grace 

of God! 

…Who among us is not sometimes disturbed 

with the recollection of his past life? Surely 

it has not been as it ought to have been with 

us. What black spots does our memory 

conjure up? How much of our time has run 

to waste? …Why, what should you do but—

as you have done before—fall back upon 

this great truth that Jesus died for him that 

believes and, trusting in Him, you would 

say—“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 

On Your kind arms I fall! Be You my 

strength, my righteousness, My Savior and 

my all!” 

So might you lean your head back upon your 

pillow and feel it sweet to die with 

confidence in Christ. Thus, beloved, from 

God’s wrath and from our deadly fears, the 

Lord Jesus Christ becomes a sanctuary to 

those who trust Him. 

…Secondly, Jesus Christ is a Sanctuary in 

the sense of—A PLACE OF WORSHIP. 

…It is nothing but a relic of Judaism, or a 

result of Roman Catholic superstition, to 

suppose that there are holy places 

constructed of bricks and mortar, or 

consecrated stones. Your bedroom, where 

you bow the knee, may be as near the gate 

of heaven as the grand cathedral along 

whose vaulted roofs the music of song has 

resounded for centuries! Jesus Christ, 

however, is a sanctuary! He is the holy place 

of His people’s worship! Treasure that up. 

You may worship God anywhere if you get 

with Christ, but if you forget Christ, you can 

worship nowhere! “No man comes unto the 

Father but by Me,” says Christ. You can 

never have an acceptable worship of the 

Most High except through Jesus Christ. 

…We may not come unto God except 

through Jesus Christ! We look towards God 

in the person of His dear Son. God in the 

Son of Mary; God in the man of Nazareth; 

God in the bleeding sufferer of Calvary—we 

look there, and we look through Jesus Christ 

up to the unseen, but ever-glorious Father—

and with Jesus’ merits before us, with His 

precious blood before our mind’s eye, we 

come to God through Jesus Christ— and we 

are accepted in the Beloved! 

But, beloved, I am afraid that many 

Sundays, and many weekdays, too, we try to 

worship God without Christ! It will never 

do—it cannot succeed! If ever you come out 

of your closet without the sense of having 

put the blood before God, you have had a 

lost season of retirement! If you ever go out 

of this Tabernacle feeling that in all the 

worship there has been no sense of Christ’s 

presence, no thoughts of His precious 

blood—that worship has been worthless—

the time has been wasted! Without the 

incense of His merit, without the mercy seat 

of His substitutionary sacrifice, there is no 

sanctuary, there is no worship, and there is 

no drawing near to God! 
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…Our third point is that Jesus is a sanctuary 

in the sense of—A DWELLING PLACE. 

…The sanctuary was a place in which only 

one person ever dwelt, and that was God, 

Himself. The mysterious light which they 

called the Shekinah shone from between the 

wings of the cherubim. There were the pillar 

of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 

night—the symbols of the divine presence. 

It was God’s house. No man lived with Him, 

no man could. The high priest went in but 

once a year, and out he went again to the 

solemn assembly.  

But now, in Christ Jesus, in whom dwells all 

the fullness of the Godhead, bodily, we find 

a sanctuary to reside in, for we dwell in 

Him—we are one with Him! God was in 

Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not 

imputing their trespasses unto them. And as 

God was in Christ, so is it written, “You in 

Me, and I in you.” Such is the union 

between Christ and His people. Every 

believer is in Christ, even as God is in 

Christ. So Christ is the sanctuary where God 

and man may meet together and live in 

perpetual delight and solace! My beloved, 

do you always dwell in Christ? I wish I did. 

I find it comparatively easy to get fellowship 

with Christ, but oh, it is so difficult to keep 

it up. When one climbs the mountain, gets 

one’s forehead bathed in the sunlight, talks 

with God and feels the world to be far below 

in the valley, one feels that it is good to be 

there! But ah, we are soon down again, 

mixing with the people, marrying and giving 

in marriage. We are fighting our battles and 

buying and selling again!  

…Oh, that we could always live in the 

banqueting-house, and see that banner of 

love always floating over us! And let me tell 

you, we may do so! There have been some 

of the saints who have been helped to do it. 

They have been as much with God when 

they have been trading across the counter as 

when they have been bowing the knee—as 

much with Jesus in their daily toils as in 

their Sabbath rest! Why should it not be so 

with us? I covet. I covet beyond all luxuries, 

to walk with God! 

Oh, that I might go into the door of His 

house and never find my way out! If we 

leave the table, it is not because the feast is 

over or the Master has dismissed the guests. 

Oh, never! You are not straitened in Him, 

but in yourselves. The deep bottomless sea 

of His precious love is all before you! If you 

thirst, it is because you will not drink! If you 

live in the cold Arctic regions, distant from 

Christ, it is not because the sunlight of His 

love could not warm and cheer you. If you 

would come into the equatorial regions of a 

simpler faith and a more abundant 

trustfulness, you might yet have all the 

luxuriance of a tropical heat sent into your 

souls! Come up higher, brothers and sisters! 

From the lowest chambers come to the 

highest ones! From the Master’s feet come 

to His bosom, and from His bosom come to 

His lips. From the outside court or 

tabernacle come to the court of the priests, 

and from the court of the priests come to the 

holiest of all. Advance! Come boldly! The 

Lord help you by His Spirit to come and 

dwell in the sanctuary! Amen.

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 8 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 8 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 8? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the face of imminent threats and uncertainty, the people in Isaiah’s time turned away from 

God and gave into fearful, irrational thinking. They began to see “conspiracies” everywhere, 

worrying about every piece of news that came their way and trying to figure out what to do and 

whom to trust. Eventually they even turned to “mediums and wizards,” to paganism and to 

spiritism, to try to predict and control their environment by manipulating spiritual powers.  

 

Do you see any of the same patterns today? If so, how? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you look deep in your heart, what things are causing you fear right now? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fear makes us think irrationally. What irrational thoughts do you tend to get in the midst of 

your fears? What truths from God’s Word counteract these irrational thoughts? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

God’s words to Isaiah still speak to us today. Fear God above everything else…and you won’t 

have to fear anything else (8:13). And run to the truth and foundation of God’s Word instead of 

being tossed about with fear from every news item you read (8:20). God is our sanctuary and 

our refuge. Rest in Him today (cf. Psalm 46)! 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 8. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 Describe a time when you felt afraid. What were you afraid of? Why? Did it turn out to be 

an irrational fear? 

 Which are you more afraid of—darkness, heights, spiders, snakes, or confined spaces? Why 

do you think you have this fear? 

 What do people tend to do when they are afraid? What do you tend to do? 

 Why do you think people are drawn to “conspiracy theories”? 

 What was God’s message to Isaiah in the midst of a fearful, godless culture facing threats on 

every side? How important is this same message to believers today? 

 What does it mean that God is a “stumbling stone” or a “rock of offense” to some people? 

 When you hear the word “sanctuary,” what thoughts come to your mind? Describe a place 

that you have been where you felt a sense of peace, security, and/or safety.  

 What verse of Scripture gives you the most comfort in times of fear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord 

A wonderful Savior to me 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock 

Where rivers of pleasure I see 

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock 

That shadows a dry, thirsty land 

He hideth my life in the depths of His love 

And covers me there with His hand 

And covers me there with His hand 

 

—Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) 
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ISAIAH 9:1-7 

The Prince of Peace 

 

“The Assyrian conquests began in the tribal territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, which extended from the Jezreel Valley northward to the foot 

of Mount Hermon [in Galilee]. …But God is greater than Assyria and he 

promises that just as these people have experienced the grief and despair of conquest, they will 

also experience the joy and triumph of victory. As Gideon defeated Midian in the Valley of 

Jezreel (cf. Judges 7), so God will defeat Israel’s enemies in that same place. But how will God 

accomplish this great feat? Through the birth of a child!”  (John Oswalt) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 9:1-7. Mark words or phrases that 

stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time 

He brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the latter time He has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2  The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
    You have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before You 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 
    You have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a Child is born, 

    to us a Son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
    and His name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (ESV) 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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What stands out to you after reading this passage? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the condition of the people before the light comes? (9:1-2) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Circle the actions of God in 9:3-5. What does God do for His people?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write down 5-7 observations about the Messiah from 9:6-7. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write the four names given to the Messiah in 9:6. (Each of these names proclaim the character 

of Messiah and His right to rule. Beside each name write down one or two words which seem to 

capture the meaning of the name as it relates to His attributes and His leadership.) 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. (9:6-7) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on one of the four names given to Messiah. Write out a prayer based on this name.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for  

and click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

The four names given to the Messiah are vital to understanding His character and His rule. 

Using blueletterbible.org, go to Isaiah 9:6 and write down the Hebrew words used to describe 

Messiah along with the definition of these Hebrew words (click on the Strong’s number).  

 

Wonderful. Hebrew Word (H6382) _________________ Definition: ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) ________________________ 

Scroll down and look at the verses in which this word is used. Which verse stands out to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Counselor. Hebrew Word (H3289) _________________ Definition: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mighty. Hebrew Word (H1368) _________________ Definition: _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

God. Hebrew Word (H410) _________________ Definition: _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Everlasting. Hebrew Word (H5703) _________________ Definition: ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Father. Hebrew Word (H1) _________________ Definition: _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prince. Hebrew Word (H8269) _________________ Definition: __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Peace. Hebrew Word (H7965) _________________ Definition: __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) ________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

9:6, His Name—Wonderful! Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often called 

the “prince of preachers.”  

 
"The g�ver��e�t is up�� his sh�u
der� a�d 

his �a�e sha

 be ca

ed W��derfu
�" 

 

Beloved, there are a thousand things in this 

world that are called by names that do not 

belong to them; but in entering upon my 

text, I must announce at the very opening, 

that Christ is called Wonderful, because he 

is so. God the Father never gave his Son a 

name which he did not deserve. There is no 

panegyric here, no flattery. It is just the 

simple name that he deserves, they that 

know him best will say that the word doth 

not overstrain his merits, but rather falls 

infinitely short of his glorious deserving. His 

name is called Wonderful. And mark, it does 

not merely say, that God has given him the 

name of Wonderful—though that is implied; 

but "his name shall be called" so. It shall be; 

it is at this time called Wonderful by all his 

believing people, and it shall be. As long as 

the moon endures, there shall be found men, 

and angels, and glorified spirits, who shall 

always call him by his right name. "His 

name shall be called Wonderful." 

… First, Christ shall be called Wonderful for 

WHAT HE WAS IN THE PAST. Gather up 

your thoughts, my brethren. for a moment, 

and center them all on Christ, and you will 

soon see how wonderful he is. Consider his 

eternal existence, "begotten of his Father 

from before all worlds," being of the same 

substance with his Father: begotten, not 

made, co-equal, co-eternal, in every 

attribute, "very God of very God." For a 

moment remember that he who became an 

infant of a span long, was no less than the 

King of ages, the everlasting Father, who 

was from eternity and is to be to all eternity. 

The divine nature of Christ is indeed 

wonderful. 

…Consider, again, the incarnation of Christ, 

and you will rightly say, that his name 

deserves to be called "Wonderful." Oh! what 

is that I see? Oh! world of wonders, what is 

that I see? The Eternal of ages, whose hair is 

white like wool, as white as snow, becomes 

an infant. Can it be? Ye angels, are ye not 

astonished? He becomes an infant, hangs at 

a virgin's breast, draws his nourishment 

from the breast of woman. Oh wonder of 

wonders! Manger of Bethlehem, thou hast 

miracles poured into thee. This is a sight that 

surpasses all others. Talk ye of the sun, 

moon, and stars; consider ye the heavens, 

the work of God's fingers, the moon and the 

stars that he hath ordained; but all the 

wonders of the universe shrink into nothing, 

when we come to the mystery of the 

incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

It was a marvelous thing when Joshua bade 

the sun to stand still, but more marvelous 

when God seemed to stand still, and no 

longer to move forward, but rather, like the 

sun upon the dial of Ahaz, did go back ten 

degrees, and veil his splendor in a cloud. 

There have been sights matchless and 

wonderful, at which we might look for 

years, and yet turn away and say, "I cannot 

understand this; here is a deep into which I 

dare not dive; my thoughts are drowned; this 

is a steep without a summit; I cannot climb 

it; it is high, I cannot attain it!" But all these 

things are as nothing, compared with the 

incarnation of the Son of God.  

I do believe that the very angels have 

wondered…incessantly ever since they first 

beheld it. They never cease to tell the 

astonishing story, and to tell it with 

increasing astonishment too, that Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, was born of the 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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Virgin Mary, and became a man. Is he not 

rightly called Wonderful? Infinite, and an 

infant—eternal, and yet born of a woman—

Almighty, and yet hanging on a woman's 

breast—supporting the universe, and yet 

needing to be carried in a mother's arms—

king of angels, and yet the reputed son of 

Joseph—heir of all things and yet the 

carpenter's despised son. Wonderful art thou 

O Jesus, and that shall be thy name for ever. 

…I do believe that Jesus of Nazareth was 

the king of heaven, and yet he was a poor, 

despised, persecuted, slandered man; but 

while I believe it I never can understand it. I 

bless him for it; I love him for it; I desire to 

praise his name while immortality endures 

for his infinite condescension in thus 

suffering for me; but to understand it, I can 

never pretend. His name must all his life- 

long be called Wonderful. 

…If you look at Christ anyhow, anywhere, 

anyway, he is all mystery, he is altogether 

wonderful, always to be looked at and 

always to be admired. 

And again, he is universally wondered at. 

They tell us that the religion of Christ is 

very good for old women. I was once 

complimented by a person, who told me he 

believed my preaching would be extremely 

suitable for blacks. He did not intend it as a 

compliment, but I replied, "Well sir, if it is 

suitable for blacks I should think it would be 

very suitable for whites; for there is only a 

little difference of skin, and I do not preach 

to people's skins, but to their hearts." Now, 

of Christ we can say that he is universally a 

wonder, the strongest intellects have 

wondered at him. Our Lockes and our 

Newtons have felt themselves to be as little 

children when they have come to the foot of 

the cross. The wonder has not been confined 

to ladies, to children, to old women and 

dying men, the highest intellects, and the 

lustiest minds have all wondered at Christ. I 

am sure it is a difficult task to make some 

people wonder. Hard thinkers and close 

mathematicians are not easily brought to 

wonder: but such men have covered their 

faces with their hands and cast themselves in 

the dust, and confessed that they have been 

lost in wonder and amazement. Well then 

may Christ be called Wonderful. 

…He is wonderful for WHAT HE IS IN 

THE PRESENT. And here I will not 

diverge, but will just appeal to you 

personally. Is he wonderful to you? Let me 

tell the story of my own wonderment at 

Christ, and in telling it, I shall be telling the 

experience of all God's children. There was 

a time when I wondered not at Christ. I 

heard of his beauties, but I had never seen 

them; I heard of his power, but it was nought 

to me; it was but news of something done in 

a far country—I had no connection with it, 

and therefore I observed it not. But once 

upon a time, there came one to my house of 

a black and terrible aspect. He smote the 

door; I tried to bolt it—to hold it fast. He 

smote again and again, till at last he entered, 

and with a rough voice he summoned me 

before him; and he said, "I have a message 

from God for thee; thou art condemned on 

account of thy sins." I looked at him with 

astonishment; I asked him his name. He 

said, "My name is the Law." and I fell at his 

feet as one that was dead. "I was alive 

without the law once: but when the 

commandment came, sin revived, and I 

died." As I lay there, he smote me. He smote 

me till every rib seemed as if it must break, 

and the bowels be poured forth. My heart 

was melted like wax within me; I seemed to 

be stretched upon a rack—to be pinched 

with hot irons—to be beaten with whips of 

burning wire. A misery extreme dwelt and 

reigned in my heart. I dared not lift up mine 

eyes, but I thought within myself, "There 

may be hope, there may be mercy for me. 
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Perhaps the God whom I have offended may 

accept my tears and my promises of 

amendment, and I may live." But when that 

thought crossed me, heavier were the blows 

and more poignant my sufferings than 

before, till hope entirely failed me, and I had 

nought wherein to trust. Darkness black and 

dense gathered round me; I heard a voice as 

it were, of rushing to and fro, and of wailing 

and gnashing of teeth. I said within my soul, 

"I am cast out from his sight, I am utterly 

abhorred of God, he hath trampled me in the 

mire of the streets in his anger."  

And there came one by, of sorrowful but of 

loving aspect, and he stooped over me, and 

he said, "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 

light." I arose in astonishment, and he took 

me, and he led me to a place where stood a 

cross, and he seemed to vanish from my 

sight. But he appeared again hanging there. I 

looked upon him as he bled upon that tree. 

His eyes darted a glance of love unutterable 

into my spirit, and in a moment, looking at 

him, the bruises that my soul had suffered 

were healed; the gaping wounds were cured; 

the broken bones rejoiced; the rags that had 

covered me were all removed; my spirit was 

white as the spotless snows of the far-off 

north; I had melody within my spirit, for I 

was saved, washed, cleansed, forgiven, 

through him that did hang upon the tree. Oh, 

how I wondered that I should be pardoned! 

It was not the pardon that I wondered at so 

much; the wonder was that it should come to 

me. I wondered that he should be able to 

pardon such sins as mine; such crimes, so 

numerous and so black, and that after such 

an accusing conscience he should have 

power to still every wave within my spirit, 

and make my soul like the surface of a river, 

undisturbed, quiet, and at ease. His name 

then to my spirit was Wonderful. But, 

brethren and sisters, if you have felt this, 

you can say you thought him wonderful 

then--if you are feeling it, a sense of adoring 

wonder enraptures your heart even now. 

…I have no more time to stay upon this 

point, although the text is infinite, and one 

might preach upon it for ever. I have only to 

notice that his name shall be called 

Wonderful IN THE FUTURE. 

…Saints of the Lord! ye shall know the 

wonders of his name, when ye shall see him 

as he is, and shall be like him in the day of 

his appearing. Oh! my enraptured spirit, 

thou shalt bear thy part in thy Redeemer's 

triumph, unworthy though thou art, the chief 

of sinners, and less than the least of saints. 

Thine eye shall see him and not another; "I 

know that my Redeemer lives, and when he 

shall stand in the latter day upon the earth, 

though worms devour this body, yet in my 

flesh shall I see God." Oh! make your selves 

ready, ye virgins! Behold the bridegroom 

cometh. Arise and trim your lamps, and go 

ye out to meet him. He comes—he comes—

he comes; and when he comes, you shall 

well say of him as you meet him with joy, 

"Thy name is called Wonderful. All hail! all 

hail! all hail!"

 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Community Bible Church 86 Advent 2019 

Re-read Isaiah 9 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 9 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 9? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The people in Isaiah’s day were struggling with difficulty, with fears, with uncertainty, with 

darkness. But God promised a Messiah who would deliver them and bring them peace—peace 

first in their own hearts and in their relationship to Him and then finally peace to the world.  

 

Using the illustration below, write down some of the things that are currently causing you 

stress, worry, or fear in your world, personal circumstances, relationships, and thoughts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These worries and fears can surround us, overwhelm us, distract us, depress us, paralyze us.  

 

Now draw a giant circle around all these worries and fears and write the four names of the 

Messiah over the four boxes (use a darker pen or Sharpie if necessary). Over “My World,” 

write the name Mighty God. Over “My Circumstances,” write Everlasting Father. Over “My 

Relationships,” write Wonderful Counselor. And over “My Thoughts,” write Prince of Peace.  

 

Spend time in prayer, with raised hands, thanking God for His Son, Jesus Christ, and casting all 

your cares upon Him because He cares for you! (1 Peter 5:6-7) 

DAY FIVE 

Application 

My World My Circumstances 

My Relationships My Own Thoughts 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 9. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 What is one of your best Christmas memories? What makes this time so special in your 

mind? 

 What is one of the best gifts that you can remember receiving on Christmas? What made 

this gift so special to you? Do you still have it today? If not, what happened to it? 

 The best gift that we have received is the gift of Jesus Christ! Spend time talking about each 

of the four names of Christ in Isaiah 9:6 and why each one is important.  

 Why do we need a Wonderful Counselor? 

 Why do we need a Mighty, Powerful God? 

 Why do we need an Everlasting Father? 

 Why do we need a Prince of Peace? 

 Which of these names encourages you the most today? Why? 

 What do you think it means that the “zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this”?  

 

 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the new-born King!  

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled."  

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  

Join the triumph of the skies;  

With th' angelic host proclaim,  

"Christ is born in Bethlehem."  

 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace!  

Hail! the Sun of Righteousness!  

Light and life to all he brings,  

Risen with healing in his wings  

Mild he lays his glory by,  

Born that man no more may die:  

Born to raise the son of earth,  

Born to give them second birth.  

—Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 

. 
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ISAIAH 9:8-10:34 

The Consuming Fire 

 

“The prophets regularly saw both of the divided kingdoms as within 

their sphere of ministry. Theologically the reason for this is that human 

sins and errors cannot thwart the purposes or rewrite the promises of 

God. The northern tribes had thrown off their Davidic allegiance (1 Ki. 12:16) and apostasized 

from the Lord (1 Ki. 12:25ff).... Consequently, Isaiah now traverses for Israel (Ephraim/Jacob) 

the ground just covered for Judah, but it is not mere repetition. …The Lord’s immediate 

purposes for Judah and Israel are not identical. For Israel, Assyria is the conqueror (10:4,9,11) 

but for Judah it is the chastiser (10:12,24f.). At Zion, Assyria will suffer a blow from which there 

is no recovery (10:12, 16-19, 27-34).”  (J. Alec Motyer) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 9:8-10:34. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
The Lord sends a message against Jacob, 

And it falls on Israel. 
9 And all the people know it, 

That is, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, 

Asserting in pride and in arrogance of heart: 
10 “The bricks have fallen down, 

But we will rebuild with smooth stones; 

The sycamores have been cut down, 
But we will replace them with cedars.” 
11 Therefore the LORD raises against them adversaries from Rezin 

And spurs their enemies on, 
12 The Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west; 
And they devour Israel with gaping jaws. 

In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 

13 Yet the people do not turn back to Him who struck them, 
Nor do they seek the LORD of hosts. 
14 So the LORD cuts off head and tail from Israel, 

Both palm branch and bulrush in a single day. 
15 The head is the elder and honorable man, 
And the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail. 
16 For those who guide this people are leading them astray; 

And those who are guided by them are brought to confusion. 
17 Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, 

Nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; 

For every one of them is godless and an evildoer, 

And every mouth is speaking foolishness. 
In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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18 For wickedness burns like a fire; 

It consumes briars and thorns; 
It even sets the thickets of the forest aflame 

And they roll upward in a column of smoke. 
19 By the fury of the LORD of hosts the land is burned up, 

And the people are like fuel for the fire; 
No man spares his brother. 
20 They slice off what is on the right hand but still are hungry, 

And they eat what is on the left hand but they are not satisfied; 
Each of them eats the flesh of his own arm. 
21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, 

And together they are against Judah. 
In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 

10 Woe to those who enact evil statutes 

And to those who constantly record unjust decisions, 
2 So as to deprive the needy of justice 

And rob the poor of My people of their rights, 

So that widows may be their spoil 
And that they may plunder the orphans. 
3 Now what will you do in the day of punishment, 

And in the devastation which will come from afar? 

To whom will you flee for help? 
And where will you leave your wealth? 
4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the captives 

Or fall among the slain. 
In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 

5 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger 

And the staff in whose hands is My indignation, 
6 I send it against a godless nation 
And commission it against the people of My fury 

To capture booty and to seize plunder, 

And to trample them down like mud in the streets. 
7 Yet it does not so intend, 

Nor does it plan so in its heart, 

But rather it is its purpose to destroy 

And to cut off many nations. 
8 For it says, “Are not my princes all kings? 
9 “Is not Calno like Carchemish, 

Or Hamath like Arpad, 
Or Samaria like Damascus? 
10 “As my hand has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, 

Whose graven images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 
11 Shall I not do to Jerusalem and her images 

Just as I have done to Samaria and her idols?” 
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12 So it will be that when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion 

and on Jerusalem, He will say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of 

the king of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness.” 13 For he has said, 

“By the power of my hand and by my wisdom I did this, 

For I have understanding; 

And I removed the boundaries of the peoples 

And plundered their treasures, 
And like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants, 
14 And my hand reached to the riches of the peoples like a nest, 

And as one gathers abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth; 

And there was not one that flapped its wing or opened its beak or chirped.” 

15 Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chops with it? 

Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it? 

That would be like a club wielding those who lift it, 

Or like a rod lifting him who is not wood. 
16 Therefore the Lord, the GOD of hosts, will send a wasting disease among 

his stout warriors; 

And under his glory a fire will be kindled like a burning flame. 
17 And the light of Israel will become a fire and his Holy One a flame, 

And it will burn and devour his thorns and his briars in a single day. 
18 And He will destroy the glory of his forest and of his fruitful garden,      
both soul and body, 

And it will be as when a sick man wastes away. 
19 And the rest of the trees of his forest will be so small in number 

That a child could write them down. 

20 Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who 
have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly 

rely on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. 

21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. 
22 For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, 
Only a remnant within them will return; 

A destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness. 

23 For a complete destruction, one that is decreed, the Lord GOD of hosts will 

execute in the midst of the whole land. 

24 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, “O My people who dwell in 

Zion, do not fear the Assyrian who strikes you with the rod and lifts up his 
staff against you, the way Egypt did. 25 For in a very little while My 

indignation against you will be spent and My anger will be directed to their 

destruction.” 26 The LORD of hosts will arouse a scourge against him like the 
slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; and His staff will be over the sea and 

He will lift it up the way He did in Egypt. 27 So it will be in that day, that his 

burden will be removed from your shoulders and his yoke from your neck, 

and the yoke will be broken because of fatness. 
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28 He has come against Aiath, 

He has passed through Migron; 
At Michmash he deposited his baggage. 
29 They have gone through the pass, saying, 

“Geba will be our lodging place.” 

Ramah is terrified, and Gibeah of Saul has fled away. 
30 Cry aloud with your voice, O daughter of Gallim! 

Pay attention, Laishah and wretched Anathoth! 
31 Madmenah has fled. 
The inhabitants of Gebim have sought refuge. 
32 Yet today he will halt at Nob; 

He shakes his fist at the mountain of the daughter of Zion,  
the hill of Jerusalem. 

 
33 Behold, the Lord, the GOD of hosts,  

will lop off the boughs with a terrible crash; 
Those also who are tall in stature will be cut down 

And those who are lofty will be abased. 
34 He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an iron axe, 
And Lebanon will fall by the Mighty One. (NASB) 

 

This passage begins with a pronouncement of judgment against the northern kingdom of Israel, 

and its capital city, Samaria. There are four sections from 9:8-10:4, each ending with the same 

phrase. Go back and underline this repeated phrase (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4).  

 

Each section gives a reason for God’s judgment on Israel. Summarize the sin which God 

confronts and condemns in each of the following passages. 

9:8-12 ________________________________________________________________________ 

9:13-17 _______________________________________________________________________ 

9:18-21 _______________________________________________________________________ 

10:1-4 ________________________________________________________________________ 

God will use the nation of Assyria to exercise His judgment on Israel. But afterward, He will turn 

His judgment on Assyria. Why will God judge Assyria? What are some of their sins? (10:5-19) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What will be the result of God’s judgment in the nation of Israel? (10:20-23) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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When Assyria sets their sights on destroying Zion (Jerusalem), what will happen? (10:24-34) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

But can the ax boast greater power than the person who uses it? 

    Is the saw greater than the person who saws? 

Can a rod strike unless a hand moves it? 

    Can a wooden cane walk by itself? 

Therefore, the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 

    will send a plague among Assyria’s proud troops, 

    and a flaming fire will consume its glory. 

The Lord, the Light of Israel, will be a fire; 

    the Holy One will be a flame. 

He will devour the thorns and briers with fire, 

    burning up the enemy in a single night. (10:15-17) 

 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Isaiah 10:17, God is compared to a consuming fire that both destroys the arrogant and 

purifies the humble (the remnant). Meditate on Hebrews 12:28-29 and give praise to God! 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 

for our “God is a consuming fire.” 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

There are two key themes developed in Isaiah 9:8-10:34—the nature of God as a consuming 

fire and the promise of a remnant. They are interrelated. When the fire burns, it consumes the 

briars and only the healthiest of trees remain…it consumes the dross and leaves the gold.  

 

Go to blueletterbible.org and go to Isaiah 7:3. Click on the Interlinear and look up the name of 

Isaiah’s son, Shear-Jashub. Click on the Strong’s # (H7610) and write the meaning of his name. 
 

Shear-Jashub ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the following passages regarding the idea of a remnant and summarize what you learn. 

 

So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood 

in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” And he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; because the children 

of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the 

sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.” 
 

Then the Lord said to him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when 

you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king 

over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your 

place. It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes 

the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees 

have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” (1Kings 19:13-18) 

 
And it shall come to pass in that day 

That the remnant of Israel, 

And such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, 

Will never again depend on him who defeated them, 

But will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God. (Isaiah 10:20-21) 

 
And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit 

upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 37:31-32) 

 
In those days and in that time, declares the LORD, iniquity shall be sought in Israel, and there 

shall be none, and sin in Judah, and none shall be found, for I will pardon those whom I leave as 

a remnant. (Jeremiah 50:20) 

 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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“In that day,” declares the LORD, 

“I will assemble the lame 

And gather the outcasts, 

Even those whom I have afflicted. 

“I will make the lame a remnant 

And the outcasts a strong nation, 

And the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion 

From now on and forever.” (Micah 4:6-7) 

 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 

    and passing over transgression 

    for the remnant of his inheritance? 

He does not retain his anger forever, 

    because he delights in steadfast love. 

He will again have compassion on us; 

    he will tread our iniquities underfoot. 

You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:18-19) 

 

This is what the Lord says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be 

called the Faithful City, and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called the Holy 

Mountain.” This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Once again men and women of ripe old age 

will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each of them with cane in hand because of their age. The city 

streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there.” This is what the Lord Almighty says: “It 

may seem marvelous to the remnant of this people at that time, but will it seem marvelous to 

me?” declares the Lord Almighty. This is what the Lord Almighty says: “I will save my people 

from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will 

be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God.” (Zechariah 8:3-8) 

 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God 

against Israel? “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I 

alone am left, and they seek my life.” But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself 

seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” So too at the present time there is 

a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise 

grace would no longer be grace. (Romans 11:1-6) 

 
What are some observations that you can make from these passages?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

43:2, Fire! Fire! Fire! Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often called the 

“prince of preachers.”  

 
"When thou walkest through the fire, thou 

shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 

kindle upon thee."—Isaiah 43:2 

 

…Going through the fire expresses not so 

much the overwhelming character and the 

upsetting power of trouble as the actual 

consuming and destructive power of trouble 

and temptation. …It is certainly not too 

strong a figure to be used as the emblem of 

the tribulations, temptations and afflictions, 

through which the Church and people of 

God have been called to pass. We may 

apprise the richness of the promise in 

proportion to the astonishing character of the 

metaphor, and we ought to value the 

privilege which it confers in the precise ratio 

of the dreadful character of the danger 

against which it preserves us. "When thou 

walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 

burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 

thee." 

… First, let us speak a little upon this 

TERRIBLE PATHWAY. The sacramental 

host of God's elect has never had an easy 

road along which to journey.  

…Find me the abode of the Church of God 

and I can smell the furnace not far off. Show 

me the follower of the God of Abraham and 

I shall soon find the host of enemies ready 

for the attack. Up till the days of the Savior 

the kingdom of heaven suffered violence, 

not only from its friends who would take it, 

but from those enemies who world assault it. 

From the blood of Abel down to the blood 

of Zecharias the son of Barachias, the 

pathway of the Church hath been a blood-

besprinkled time. Since that day, what 

tongue can tell the sufferings of the people 

of God? Since Christ became martyr as well 

as Redeemer, has there been a season in 

which God's people have not somewhere or 

other been made to feel that they are not of 

the world, and that the world does not love 

them because they are not of the world? 

In apostolic times, Stephen expires beneath 

a shower of stones, James is killed with a 

sword, certain others of the saints are vexed; 

believers are scattered abroad. The Roman 

lion takes up the fight, Nero delights in the 

gore of the Christians, and smears the 

confessors of that holy faith with pitch and 

sets them in his gardens that they might be 

literally, as they were spiritually, the lights 

of the world. 

…Everywhere from the first day until now, 

it is not respectable to be a follower of 

Christ. If we follow Christ fully and 

faithfully before God, it is not equitable and 

praiseworthy before men. To take up his 

cross and to perform the ceremonies which 

he ordains, man hates. To adhere to truths 

which never were and never can be palatable 

to the carnal mind of man, is, and ever has 

been to excite animosity. The pathway of the 

Church, then, has been one of fire and 

flame. As it has been so with the Church, we 

may suspect there is some reason for it, and 

that reason has to be found in the great fact 

that the Church is in an enemy's country. 

She is not among her friends, she is a 

pilgrim and a stranger upon the earth. She is 

a bird that has lost her place, and all the 

birds round about her are against her, 

because she is a speckled one and belongs 

not to the common flock. If we were of the 

world, the world would love its own, but 

"because," said Christ, "ye are not of the 

world but I have chosen you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you." "We 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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know," said he, "it hated me before it hated 

you." True Christians are aliens, foreigners, 

men that speak another speech, men who are 

actuated by different motives, men who live 

for different ends, who are governed by 

different maxima from the rest of the men of 

this world, therefore it is that their pathway 

must be one of trial and opposition. All 

things the Christian teaches are so dead 

against the pleasures of the worldling and 

his gain, that it is no wonder he opposes us. 

… Through much tribulation we must 

inherit the kingdom. Think it no strange 

thing when the fiery trial shall happen to 

you. If you have the common afflictions of 

the world do not wonder. You must have 

them. The same thing happens both to the 

evil and to the good. You lose in business, 

you have reverses and disappointments, do 

not stagger at these in the way to heaven. 

You must have these, they are necessary to 

your spiritual health. Worse than that, you 

have strange temptations, you are placed in a 

position where you are constantly exposed 

to sin. It must be so. This too, is the pathway 

of God's people, you must have these fiery 

temptations, that you, being tried in the fire, 

may come forth as "gold seven times 

purified." You have mental anxieties. 

Neither let these seem a wonder to you. 

They fall to the lot of all the saints of the 

Most High. Moreover, you will have to 

endure the attacks of Satan, you must go 

through the valley of the shadow of death, 

and fight with Apollyon as Christian did, 

you are not to be exempted from the 

hardness of Christian warfare. If you will 

mount the hill, you must climb; if you are to 

win the crown, you must win it by sheer 

might. Think not this a strange thing. 

…Be of good courage, and wait on the Lord, 

setting this constantly in your minds that he 

has not promised to keep you from trouble, 

but to preserve you in it. It is not written, "I 

will save thee from the fire," but "I will save 

thee in the fire," not "I will quench the 

coals," but "they shall not burn thee," not "I 

will put out the furnace," but "the flames 

shall not kindle upon thee." Write it down 

and expect it to come true, that in this world 

thou shalt have tribulation. Only follow thy 

glorious leader, be it through flood or flame. 

…We will now turn to our second point—

there is AN AWFUL DANGER. 

…Iniquity, whose contagion is fearful as 

fire, spreads and preys upon all things that 

are homely and comely, things useful and 

things sacred are not exempt. We must walk 

through the fire. We who are God's 

witnesses must stand in its very midst, to 

pour the streams of living water upon the 

burning fuel, and if not able to quench it, at 

least we must strive to prevent its spread. 

There are young men whose youthful lusts, 

inflammable as they are, have not yet 

ignited. They are in imminent danger. "Fire! 

fire!" we may well cry. We may give the 

alarm this morning to you, young man who 

are in the midst of ribald companions. I may 

cry "fire!" to you who are compelled to live 

in a house where you are perpetual tempted 

to evil, I may cry, "fire!" to you who are 

marked each day, and have to bear the sneer 

of the ungodly—"fire!" to you who are 

losing your property and suffering in the 

flesh, for many have perished thereby. Oh! 

may God grant you never may!  

… We ought not to look upon our dangers 

with contempt. They are dangers, they are 

trials, we ought to look upon our temptations 

as fires. Oh, they are fires! If you think they 

are not fires you are mistaken. If you enter 

then, in your own strength, saying "Oh I 

could bear them," you will find that they are 

real fires, which, with forked tongues, shall 

lick up your blood, consume it in an instant, 
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if you have not some better guard than your 

own creature power. 

I will not tarry longer here, because I want 

to get to the pith and marrow of the promise. 

"Though thou walkest through the fire thou 

shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame 

kindle upon thee." Here is A DOUBLE 

INSURANCE. 

…"Thou shalt not be burned," to the 

destruction of thy life, nor even scorched to 

give thee the most superficial injury, for "the 

flames shall not kindle upon thee." Just as 

when the three holy children came out of the 

fiery furnace; it is said, "upon their bodies 

the fire had no power, nor was a hair of their 

head singed; neither were their coats 

changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on 

them." So the text seems to me to teach that 

the Christian Church under all its trials has 

not been consumed, but more than that—it 

has not lost anything by its trials. The Lord's 

Church has never been destroyed yet by her 

persecutors and her trials. They have 

thought they crushed her, but she lives still. 

They had imagined that they had taken away 

her life, but she sprang up more vigorous 

than before. 

…The Church not only does not lose her 

existence, but she does not lose anything at 

all. The Church has never lost her numbers. 

Persecutions have winnowed her and driven 

away the chaff; but not one grain of wheat 

has been taken away from the heap. Nay, not 

even in visible fellowship has the Church 

been decreased by persecution. She is like 

Israel in Egypt; the more they were afflicted 

the more they multiplied. 

…Upon the entire Church, at the last, there 

shall not be even the smell of fire. I see her 

come out of the furnace. I see her advance 

up the hill towards her final glory with her 

Lord and Master, and the angels look at her 

garments; they are not tattered. Nay, the 

fangs of her enemies have not been able to 

make a single rent therein. They draw near 

to her, they look upon her flowing ringlets, 

and they are not crisp with heat: they look 

upon her very feet, and though she has 

trodden the coals they are not blistered, and 

her eyes have not been dried up by the 

furiousness of the seven times heated flame. 

She has been made more beautiful, more 

fair, more glorious, by the fires, but hurt she 

has not been, nor can she be. Turn, then, to 

the individual Christian, and remember, that 

the promise stands alike firm and fast with 

each believer. Christian, if you be truly a 

child of God, your trials cannot destroy you, 

and what is better still, you can lose nothing 

by them. You may seem to lose for today, 

but when the account comes to be settled, 

you shall not be found to be a farthing the 

loser by all the temptations of the world, of 

all the attacks of Satan which you have 

endured. Nay, more, you shall be wond-

rously the gainer. Your trials having worked 

patience and experience, shall make you 

rich. Your temptations, which have taught 

you your weakness and shown you where 

your strength lieth, shall make you strong.

 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 9-10 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 9-10 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 9-10? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading through Isaiah 9-10 may be difficult because of the enigmatic language and the strong 

emphasis on God’s judgment of sin. But the theme of God as a consuming fire predominates. 

God’s fire consumes sin. Thus it both judges and purifies…depending on the condition of our 

heart. For the unbeliever, the consuming fire of God calls them to repentance and faith in Jesus 

Christ for salvation. For the believer, the consuming fire of God calls us to faith and assurance 

that God will preserve us through the fire and purify us like gold, removing the idols and sin 

patterns in our life that hinder us from being like Him so that we may experience His joy. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 

begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 

kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 

trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 

tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having 

not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and 

full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

What “fires” are you experiencing right now in your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is God using this fire to purify you and make you more like Jesus? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read and meditate on 1 Peter 1:3-9 and spend time thanking God for the salvation, assurance, 

love, joy, strength, and living hope that you have in Jesus Christ! 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 9-10. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 What is your experience with fire? Have you ever been burned? Have you ever lost anything 

of value in a fire? 

 What are the different ways that fire can be beneficial?  

 What are the different ways that fire can be destructive?  

 What makes the difference between the fire that benefits and the fire that destroys? 

 What sins was the nation of Israel guilty of? 

 What sins was the nation of Assyria guilty of? 

 Do you see these same kind of sins today? 

 Do you ever feel like you are alone in your faith? How does the doctrine of the remnant 

encourage you as you walk with Christ? 

 How does Isaiah 43:2 encourage you today? When you pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the 

fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our God is a consuming fire 

A burning holy Flame,  

With glory and freedom 

Our God is the only righteous judge 

Ruling over us with kindness and wisdom 

 

We will keep our eyes on You 

We will keep our eyes on You 

 

A mighty fortress is our God 

A sacred refuge is Your Name 

Your Kingdom is unshakable 

With You forever we will reign 

—Christy Nockels (1973-Present) 
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ISAIAH 11:1-12:6 

The Coming Messiah 

 

“Here, for the second time, Isaiah extends to the remnant the hope of 

the royal Messiah. Again, it is specifically a word of assurance for the 

dark day of the Assyrian threat but contains in itself clear indications 

that its fulfillment is for time yet to come. …One of the most striking features of this remarkable 

passage is the dual title of the coming King as both the shoot (1) and the Root (10) of Jesse. 

…When Jesse produces a shoot it must be David. But to call the expected king the Root of Jesse 

is altogether another matter for this means that Jesse sprang from him; he is the root support 

and origin of the Messianic family in which he would be born. …The Messiah is the root cause of 

his own family tree.” (J. Alec Motyer) 

 

Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Isaiah 11:1-12:6. Mark words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Write down the main message next to each paragraph. 

 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch from His roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 

    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 And His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what His eyes see, 
    or decide disputes by what His ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 
    and with the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist, 

    and faithfulness the belt of His loins. 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
9 They shall not hurt or destroy 

    in all My holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—  

of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious. 

11 In that day the Lord will extend His hand yet a second time to recover the 
remnant that remains of His people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, 

from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of 

the sea. 

12 He will raise a signal for the nations 

    and will assemble the banished of Israel, 
and gather the dispersed of Judah 

    from the four corners of the earth. 
13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, 
    and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; 

Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, 

    and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
14 But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, 
    and together they shall plunder the people of the east. 

They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, 

    and the Ammonites shall obey them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy 

    the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, 

and will wave His hand over the River 
    with His scorching breath, 

and strike it into seven channels, 

    and He will lead people across in sandals. 
16 And there will be a highway from Assyria 
    for the remnant that remains of His people, 

as there was for Israel 

    when they came up from the land of Egypt. 

12 You will say in that day: 
“I will give thanks to You, O LORD, 

    for though You were angry with me, 

Your anger turned away, 

    that You might comfort me. 

2 “Behold, God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

    and He has become my salvation.” 

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say 

in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

    call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

    proclaim that His name is exalted. 
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5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for He has done gloriously; 

    let this be made known in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” (ESV) 

 

Write down 5-8 characteristics and/or actions of the Messiah from 11:1-5. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What changes will take place on the earth when Messiah reigns? (11:6-9) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What will Messiah do for the “remnant of His people”? (11:10-16) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What will the redeemed of the Lord say in that day? Summarize their words. (12:1-6)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The goal of meditation is to let God’s Word implant itself in your mind 

and sink down deeper into your heart. Take time to reflect on the 

passage below. Say it out loud. Consider each phrase. Memorize it.  
 

“Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the Lord God is my strength and my song, 

and He has become my salvation.” 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, 

call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that His name is exalted. 

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” (12:2-6) 
 

Try out your artistic skills and see if you can draw or illustrate this passage in a creative way. 

Or simply rewrite a portion of this passage giving emphasis to key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go for a walk or find a place where you can verbally express your thanks to God. Perform the 

actions of Isaiah 12:1-6. Verbally give thanks to God for what He has done in your life. Sing a 

song of worship to Him. And give out a shout of praise! If others hear you, that is okay too .  

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 

better understand its meaning. A word study on a key word and/or 

looking up parallel passages can help you in your understanding.   

 

To use blueletterbible.org, type the verse into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on the 

verse to bring up the interlinear Bible (English & Hebrew). Find the word you are looking for and 

click on the Strong’s number to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage. 

 

The Spirit of God rests upon the Messiah. And everything that the Messiah does is in concert 

with the Spirit. Go to blueletterbible.org and go to Isaiah 11:2. 

 

What is the Hebrew word for “Spirit”? (See the Transliteration.) ________________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) _______________________ 

 

What is its definition? (See especially I. and G. under Outline of Biblical Usage.)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Spirit in Isaiah 11:2 is often called the sevenfold Spirit since there are seven characteristics 

of the Spirit given in this verse. Write these seven characteristics. 

 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

The Spirit of __________________________ 

 

Since you are now familiar with using blueletterbible.org, pick one of these seven 

characteristics and look up the Hebrew word and its definition.  

 

What is the Hebrew word? (See the Transliteration.) __________________________________ 

 

How many times is it used in the OT? (See KJV Translation Count.) _______________________ 

 

What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Read and mark the following passages regarding the Holy Spirit in the OT.  

 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.  

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  (Genesis 1:1-2) 

 

You hide Your face, they are troubled; 

You take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; 

And You renew the face of the earth. (Psalm 104:29-30) 

 

The Spirit of the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you 

will be changed into a different person. Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand 

finds to do, for God is with you. (1 Samuel 10:6-7) 

 

Now these are the last words of David. 

Thus says David the son of Jesse; 

Thus says the man raised up on high, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel: 

“The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, 

And His word was on my tongue.” (2 Samuel 23:1-2) 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, 

Because the LORD has anointed Me 

To preach good tidings to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives, 

And the opening of the prison to those who are bound.” (Isaiah 61:1) 

 

Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 

filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I 

will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit 

within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. 

(Ezekiel 36:25-27) 

 

What do you learn about the Holy Spirit from these passages? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpts from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on Isaiah 

12:1, A New Song for New Hearts. Charles Spurgeon (1834-92) is often 

called the “prince of preachers.”  

 

…This text mainly relates to the latter days, 

and I think it would be impossible to read 

the eleventh chapter [of Isaiah] without 

feeling that such a reference is clear. There 

is to be a time when the wolf shall dwell 

with the lamb, the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox, and the weaned child shall put his 

hand on the cockatrice den. Then the Lord 

will set his hand again, the second time, to 

recover the remnant of his people, and 

repeat his wondrous works in Egypt and at 

the Red Sea, so that the song of Moses shall 

be rehearsed again, “The Lord is my 

strength and song, and he is become my 

salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare 

him an habitation; my father’s God, and I 

will exalt him.”  

 

In that day the Jewish people upon whose 

head the blood of Christ has come, who 

these many centuries have been a people 

scattered and peeled, and sifted as in a sieve 

throughout all nations, even these shall be 

restored to their own land, and the dispersed 

of Judah from the four corners of the earth; 

they shall participate in all the glories of the 

millennial reign, and with joy shall they 

draw water out of the wells of salvation. In 

those days, when all Israel shall be saved, 

and Judah shall dwell safely, the jubilant 

thanksgiving shall be heard, “O Lord, I will 

praise thee; for though thou wast angry with 

me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 

comfortedst me.” The whole people shall 

sing with such unanimity, with such 

undivided heart, that they shall speak as 

though they were but one man, and shall use 

the singular where their numbers might 

require the plural, “I will praise thee,” shall 

be the exclamation of the once divided but 

then united people. 

…We shall find out the very soul of this 

passage if we consider it as an illustration of 

what occurs to every one of God’s people 

when he is brought out of darkness into 

God’s marvelous light, when he is delivered 

from the spirit of bondage beneath divine 

wrath, and led by the spirit of adoption into 

the liberty wherewith Christ makes him free. 

…Looking at the preliminaries of this song, 

you notice that a word indicates the singer. 

“In that day thou shalt say.” “Thou.” It is a 

singular pronoun, and points out one 

individual. One by one we receive eternal 

life and peace. “Thou, the individual, thou, 

singled out to feel in thy conscience God’s 

wrath, thou art equally selected to enjoy 

Jehovah’s love. Ah! brethren, it is never a 

day of grace to us till we are taken aside 

from the multitude and set by ourselves. Our 

individuality must come out in conversion, 

if it never appears at any other time. You 

fancy, so many of you, that it is all right 

with you because you live in a Christian 

nation; I tell you it is woe unto you, if 

having outward privileges, they involve you 

in responsibilities, but bring you no saving 

grace. Perhaps you fancy that your family 

religion may somewhat help you, and the 

erroneous practices of certain Christian 

churches may foster this delusion, but it is 

not so; there is no birthright godliness: “Ye 

must be born again.” The first birth will not 

help you, for, “That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit.” Still, I know ye fancy that if 

ye mingle in godly congregations, and sing 

as they sing, and pray as they pray, it shall 

go well with you, but it is not so; the wicket 

gate of eternal life admits but one at a time. 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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…The next thing to be noted in the 

preliminaries is the Teacher. “In that day 

thou shall say,” who says this? It is God 

alone who can so positively declare, “thou 

shall say.” Who but the Lord can thus 

command man’s heart and speech? It is the 

Lord alone. He who has made us is master 

of our spirits; by his omnipotence he rules in 

the world of mind as well as matter, and all 

things happen as he ordains. He says, “In 

that day,” that is, in God’s own time, “thou 

shalt say;” and he who thus declares will 

make good the word. Here is revealed God’s 

will, and what the Lord wills shall be 

accomplished, what he declares shall be 

spoken shall assuredly be spoken. 

…Blessed be God, the Holy Spirit knows 

how to chase away our unbelief, and give us 

power to embrace the blessing. He can make 

us accept the covenant favor and rejoice in 

it, so as to avow the joy. There are some of 

you whom I have tried to induce to believe 

comfortable truths about yourselves, but you 

have fairly defeated me. I have put the 

gospel plainly to you, for I have felt sure 

that its promises were meant for you, and I 

have said within my heart, “Surely they will 

be comforted this morning, certainly their 

broken hearts will be bound up by that 

gracious word.” But oh! I cannot make you 

say, “Lord, I will praise thee.” I am unable 

to lead you to faith and peace. Here, 

however, is my joy, my Master can do what 

his servant cannot. He can make the tongue 

of the dumb sing. He delights to look after 

desperate cases. Man’s extremity becomes 

his opportunity. Where the most affectionate 

words of ours fail, the consolations of his 

blessed Spirit are divinely efficacious. He 

cannot merely bring the oil and the wine, but 

he knows how to pour them into the wounds 

and heal the anguish of the contrite spirit. I 

pray the Master that he who alone can teach 

us to sing this song, may graciously instruct 

those of you who have been seeking rest 

these many months, and finding none, “I am 

the Lord which teacheth thee to profit.” He 

can put a song into your mouth, for nothing 

is beyond the range of grace. 

…Once more, “In that day thou shalt say.” 

Here is another preliminary of the song, 

namely, the tone of it. “Thou shalt say,       

O Lord, I will praise thee.” The song is to be 

an open one, avowed, vocally uttered, heard 

of men, and published abroad. It is not to be 

a silent feeling, a kind of soft music whose 

sweetness is spent within the spirit, but in 

that day thou shalt say, thou shalt speak it 

outright, thou shalt testify and bear witness 

to what the Lord has done for thee. When a 

man gets his sins forgiven he cannot help 

revealing the secret. …Even if the forgiven 

one could not speak with his tongue, he 

could say it with his eye; his countenance, 

his manner, his very gait would betray him. 

The gracious secret would ooze out in some 

fashion. Spiritual men, at any rate, would 

find it out, and with thankfulness mark the 

joyful evidences. 

... In THE SONG ITSELF, I would call to 

your notice the fact that all of it is 

concerning the Lord. It is all addressed to 

him. “O Lord, I will praise thee: though thou 

wast angry, thine anger is turned away.”  

…When a soul escapes from the bondage of 

sin, and becomes consciously pardoned, …it 

sees no man, save Jesus only. While you are 

seeking grace you think much of the 

minister, the service, the outward form, but 

the moment you find peace in God through 

the precious blood of Christ, you will think 

of your pardoning God only. Oh, how small 

everything becomes in the presence of that 

dear cross, where God the Savior loved and 

died! When we think of all our iniquity 

being cast into the depth of the sea, we can 

no more boast of anything that was once our 

glory. We shall give all the glory to our 
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God. As for ourselves, self will sink like 

lead amidst the waters when we find Christ. 

God will be all in all when iniquity is 

pardoned. 

…The song of our text contains in itself 

blessed certainties. “I will praise thee; 

though thou wast angry with me, thine anger 

is turned away.” Can a man know that? can 

a man be quite sure that he is forgiven? Ay, 

that he can, he can be as sure of pardon as he 

is of his existence, as infallibly certain as he 

is of a mathematical proposition. “Nay,” 

says one, “but how is it?” My brother, albeit 

that this is a matter for spiritual men, yet at 

the same time it is a matter of certainty as 

clearly as anything can be ascertained by 

human judgment. The confidence of a man’s 

being pardoned, and God’s anger being 

turned away from him, is not based upon his 

merely feeling that it is so, or his merely 

believing that it is so. You are not pardoned 

because you work yourself up into a 

comfortable frame of mind, and think you 

are pardoned; that may be a delusion. You 

are not necessarily delivered from God’s 

anger because you believe you are; you may 

be believing a lie, and may believe what you 

like, but that does not make it true. There 

must be a fact going before, and if that fact 

is not there, you may believe what you 

choose, but it is pure imagination, nothing 

more. On what ground does a man know 

that God’s anger is turned away? I answer 

thus— on the ground of this book, “It is 

written,” is our basis of assurance. I turn to 

that book, and I discover that Jesus Christ 

the Son of God came into this world and 

became the substitute for a certain body of 

men; that he took their sins, and was 

punished in their stead, in order that God, 

without the violation of his justice, might 

forgive as many as are washed in Christ’s 

blood. 

…It is a matter of certainty, it is not a matter 

of “ifs,” and “ands,” and “buts,” but of fact. 

This morning you are either forgiven or you 

are not; you are either clean in God’s sight 

or else the wrath of God abides on you; and 

I beseech you do not rest till you know 

which it is. If you find out that you are 

unforgiven, seek ye the Savior. “Believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

saved.” But if you believe in him, you are 

not any longer guilty, you are forgiven. Do 

not sit down and fret as if you were guilty, 

but enjoy the liberty of the children of God, 

and being justified by faith, have peace with 

God through Jesus Christ your Lord. 

…I will praise thee in my life. I will make 

my business praise thee; I will make my 

parlor and my drawing-room, I will make 

my kitchen and my field praise thee. I will 

not be content unless all I am and all I have 

shall praise thee. I will make a harp of the 

whole universe; I will make earth and 

heaven, space and time, to lie but strings 

upon which my joyful fingers shall play 

lofty tunes of thankfulness. I will praise 

thee, O my God; my heart is fixed, I will 

sing and give praise: and when I shall die, or 

rather pass from this life to another, I who 

have been forgiven so much sin through 

such a Savior, will continue to praise thee. 

What thought from Spurgeon’s sermon stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Isaiah 11-12 and consider the truths that you have learned this 

week. Seek to apply the message of Isaiah 11-12 to your daily life. 

 

What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Isaiah 11-12? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When we consider what Christ has done for us in our salvation, we can only rejoice in Him. And 

when we consider the future hope that we have in Christ, we can only praise Him. In Christ, we 

are adopted, blessed, chosen, delivered, enriched, forgiven, guaranteed heaven, made holy, 

indwelt with the Spirit of God, justified, loved, and made kings and priests to our God. 

 

Isaiah 12 calls us to compose a song of thanksgiving and praise for our salvation.  

 

Thinking back through your study of Isaiah 1-12 and reflecting on all that God has done for 

you in Jesus Christ, write a poem or a song of praise to God. Share it with someone you know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY FIVE 

Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 

The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the themes of 

Isaiah 11-12. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned this week. 

 What is/was one of the best pets that you have ever owned? What makes/made this pet so 

special to you? 

 Think through the picture of Isaiah 11:6-9 with the curse of the earth removed and the 

relationship of animals restored to peaceful existence. Which image captures your 

imagination the most? What wild animal have you always wanted as a pet?   

 Describe the perfect leader in your mind. How do these characteristics match up with the 

picture of the Messiah in Isaiah 11? 

 What attribute or action of Jesus Christ in Isaiah 11 encourages your heart the most? Why? 

 Of the following characteristics of the Spirit—wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, 

knowledge, fear of the Lord—which do you need the most in your life right now? Why? 

 What are you thankful for today? What can you praise God for? 

 Read your poem or song of praise. Spend time praising God together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders, of His love 

—Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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